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LO BHO ee ay SS 


To his GRACE the 


Duke of CHAN D OS. 


4 
2 


Mr Losxp, 


Here is, it is well known, 
a piety and greatneſs, na- 
tural to your temper, 
which muſt needs render 
all well-meant diſquiſitions into ſa- 
cred ſubjects, acceptable to you, and 
the more ſo, the freer they are from 
anger, prejudice, or any of thoſe 
narrow paſſions, that never had do- 
minion in your own breaſt. 
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iv DEDICATION. 


This treatiſe, chick I am perſua- 
ded, my Lord, will meet with, at 


your noble hands, a reception, very 
different from what might be ex- 


pected from thoſe courtly philoſo- 
phers, who are too unvulgar to reliſh. 
any divinity, that is not Pagan, or 
to approve of any orthodoxy, whe- 
ther in points of faith, or practice. 
The cauſe of virtue, and true re- 
ligion, is as much at your Grace's 
heart, as that of vice and immorali- 
ty 18 "the care of madmen and li- 
bertines ; which makes it altogether 
as right, my Lord, to inſcribe to 


you a view of ee as it would 


have been to inſcribe. to Pol [ychar- 
mus a defence of Atheiſm. 
If I wanted any other, or farther 


juſtification for dedicating this Eſſay 
to your Grace, I would humbly men- 
tion the ſoreneſs of it, which is either 


the beſt excuſe for a bad book, or the 
" trueſt 
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trueſt recommendation and glory 
of a good one. | 
| There is an Evil, my Lord, an- 
der the Sun, which, of all others, 
T have moſt WfW at, I mean 
the length and voluminonſiell of 
the mortal Writings of ſome men; 
nor is there any thing, that a man, 
who loves his country, would more 
deſire to ſee redreſs'd. 

As often therefore as I think of 
this grievance, I cannot forbear 
wiſhing, that the laws of gravita- 
tion and attraction, which rule ſo 
irreſiſtibly other great bodies, might 
take place alſo with reſpect to books,” 
and that theſe might, in like man-. 
ner, attract, and have dominion 
over one another, in proportion, 
not to their We bulk and mag- 

uitude, but to their /olid contents. 
_ = this were the caſe, your Grace 
will imagine, that very new and ex- 
traordinary effects mult fall out in the 
* 3 world 


vi DEDICATION. 
world of letters. A few enliven'd, 
fine-ſpirited paragraphs would ſet 
libraries in motion ; here, might 
we'ſce a ſmall manual lording it in 
the center of a Folio Syſtem, and 
there an army of Quartos wheeling 
round an inviſible Twelves: whole 
ſhelves of norality would bend to 
little Epictetus, one page of Sy---5 
draw after it the labours of n 
and a ſingle ſermon of 85—5 the 
divinity of a century. 
It was ſaid by a great wit of 
France, that nation of great wits, 
that 70 /ee and enjoy, only in ima- 
gination, any defirable good, was as 
true a pleaſe ure, as the actual poſ- 
ſeſſion of it: If this were ſo, my 
Lord, as to the revolutions, one 
might thus paint to one's ſelf in the 
affairs of literature, and it fancy 
had, in truth, ſuch virtue here, 
who but would indulge it to the 
utmoſt ! who. would not take fa- 
tisfaction 
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tisfaQtion for the injuries of wit, 
and the popularity of nonſenſe ! 
who would not rejoice in a viſſon, 
that might ſhew him our Sc---zs, 
Cl----ts, Wh—-ns in their true or- 
bit, with ten thouſand mitred theo- 
logers behind them. 

There is, unqueſtionably, a very 
true and ſublime pleaſure, lowing 
from many ſuch virtuous exerciſes, 
and plays, of the fancy: In ſoli- 
tude, my Lord, or hours of mu- 
ſing, I have ſometimes thrown my 
ſelf into your great ſituation and 
charaQer ; and while I have been 
miniſtring mercy to undeſerv'd mis- 
fortune, or ſuffering merit, I have 
felt, in this imaginary ſcene, as 
high tranſport, as ariſes, perhaps, 
from the real ability and habit to 
de fn things... 

The diſproportion is, that theſe 
are the pleaſures of but a few mo- 
ments, and can be but ſeldom re- 
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peated; whereas the acts themſelves 
of charity and bounty, and the re- 
membrance of them, are a fixed 
and perpetual entertainment and 
delight: ſuch, no doubt, is to your 
Grace, the recollection of all your 
beneficent deeds, and ſuch the dai- 
ly fight of thoſe nonuments of pie- 
ty, that have diſtinguiſh'd your 
excellent life, and which, in a better 
age, would have done honour to 


=. poets and hiftorians, and raisd the 
i reputation of their arts. 

p ' Thoſe arts were indeed meant, 
| | and were once able, to give immor- 
i tality to Heroes; but when ſuch pro- 
| pitution is made of them, as we 


have ſeen in our days, the truly 
great and good had better lie out 


| of their notice, and truſt their 
| characters, as you may ſafely do 
| . yours, my Lord, to that faithful 
tradition, which the memory of 
3d great benefaQions, and gratitude | 
[| e * * far 
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for them, will keep up and extend 
ae ſucceſſive generations. 


This oral chronicle, or regiſter 


of virtue, is, in my partial judg- 


ment, as good a ſecurity to it, as 
the pyramids of marble, and will 
laſt, perhaps, as long as the hiſto- 
ries of Mr. H-gg--nus. Your Grace, 


tis certain, needs no unnatural 4012 


to convey your great name to fu- 
ture ages; its own intrinſic beaut 

and ſplendor will carry it through 
all time, as the Eagle is borne 


up to he ſun by his native firength 
and velocity. 
The late Maſter of the Chartth- 
bouſe, as I remember, in a preface 
to one of his works, has ſomething 
to this effect 7 did not at firſt 


expect, ſays the Doctor, that my 


book would have come zo ſuch a 
lengtb then adds Sed 
A mins * ſuccrevit materia — 


The 


x DEDICATION. 


The ſame thing, my Lord, ſeems 
in ſome ſort to have befallen me ; 
I have already ſtretch'd this addreſs 
to a number of pages, without de- 
ſigning, or ſo much as perceiving 
it. Nevertheleſs, your Grace, I 
hope, will not be quite out of pa- 
tience ; for this deſultory and care- 
leſs way of ſpeaking, as it deſerves, 
ſo asks little attention; 'tis what 
one may bear with in any temper, 
even when the mind 1s moſt inac- 
tive, and moſt deſirous to be re- 
lieved from thought. es 
There is an art of converſing 
with great men, which ſometimes 
happily enough amuſes them, at 
the ſame time that they are too 
knowing to be inſtructed, and too 
delicate to be eaſily pleaſed : the 
thing, that comes neareſt to this, 
in written diſcourſe, is what we call 
Rhapſody, a _ of wit, con- 
ceiy d 
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ceiv'd of but by few, but which; 
if I miſtake not, would yield 
to no other, if it could be skil- 
fully touched. An author, my 
Lord, of your own noble order, 
and a lady among the Quiaters, 
have bid fair for ſucceſs in this way: 
for my own part, far from preſu- 
ming to follow theſe bright adven- 
turers, I have only ſhifted from 
one thing to another in ſuch man- 
ner, as might give me a chance to 
be leſs tireſome, and that I might 
not, like ſome modern apologiſts, 
dream on in one uniform pro- 
lixity. 2 
Your Grace is now come within 
ſight of the treatiſe itſelf, for which 
I have preſumed to requeſt your 
ſafeguard and paſſport through a 
divided, jealous world. The 
introduction to this work, my Lord, 
which is all I need ſay farther of it, 


will 
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will at once acquaint you with 
what view it was written, and on 
what principles it has been' con- 
duQed ; both of which, I am very 


certain, cannot fail of your Grace's 
approbation. 


_ 


Mr Loxp, 


Your Grace's moſt obedient 


and moſt bumble ſervant, 


Leonard Welſted. 
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PROVIDENCE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


n O one, tis certain, has a right 
FN the attention of the public, 
on any debate or enquiry, un- 
ies he can purſue that enquiry 
Y to better purpoſe, in ſome ſenſe or other, 
l than has been done before ; unleſs he can 
open ſome field of thought, not yet diſco- 
vered, and lay before men truths, either not 
known to them, or not known, as they 


B ſhould 


all | The Scheme and Conduft 


| ſhould be. If he can do this, it is highly 
commendable in him to write, and in ſome 
ſituations may be his duty; if he cannot, he 
had better let it alone; better far than write 
merely for ambition, or for vanity, and to 


ſhew the reaſons he may have to admire 
himſelf. 


The number of books, already publiſh'd 
in all languages, 1s fuch, that it is more than 
the labour of a man's life to know the titles 
and drift of but a few of them; and it is 
not, perhaps, worth a wiſe man's while to 
read one in a thouſand of thoſe few : Who 
then would add to this yoke and diſtreſs of 
letters, if with reaſon or with conſcience he 
could decline it? For my own part, nothing, 
I am perſuaded, could have mov'd me to 
tax the public even with theſe few pages, 
if the deſign and argument of the diſcourſe 
had not been, in a great degree, new and 
untouch'd, and if it did not tend through- 
out to account for things, which have nor, 
that I know of, been accounted for, or not 


fully, by other writers. 


Many 


of PROVIDENCE. 3 


Many things, no doubt, have not been fo 
explain'd as to put an end to contention 3 
and many have been treated in a way, that 
ſerv'd only to encourage it. The difficulty, 
in particular, of the ſecond commandment, 
or the objection ariſing from Go D's viſiting 
the ſins of the fathers on the children , has 
been managed with a weakneſs or diſin- 
genuity, that I am concern'd to mention, 
and that by almoſt all authors, that ever 
meddled with it: The oppoſition therefore, 
form'd- on this. bottom, againſt Moſes and 
his laws, has hitherto ſtood, as it was, and 
'tis plain, might be carried on very trium- 
phantly, if no other reſource were to be had 
in the matter. 


It was this confideration, that firſt ſug- 
geſted to me the thoughts of this treatiſe : 
Afterwards I enlarg'd my plan, and took in 
whatever ſeem'd moſt material to the defence, 
in general, of this branch of revelation : The 
volume, nevertheleſs, did not not ſwell to 
an immoderate fize ; nor need the ſight of 
it diſturb the moſt indolent curious man in 
the world: very little time or trouble will 

"RB ſerve 
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ſerve to peruſe a piece, which is lengthened 
neither by invective nor declamation, which 
is not loaded with ſuperfluous erudition, 
nor cramm' d with quotations, to ſpoil the 
the eyes of learned readers, and to be ſtared 
at by ignorant ones. 


I will only add, that I ſhould be ſorry to 
have faid any thing, which might give of- 
ſence to pious and well-meaning perſons : I 
have endeavoured to avoid it, all I could, 
and as far as was conſiſting with the demands 
of truth, and the obligation not to diſguiſe 
or diſſemble what we think ſuch. 


As to the ſeveral particulars in the Moſaic 
account of the creation, theſe of themſelves 
might afford matter for a diſtinct treatiſe : 
And ſuch a one, I do indeed conceive, is 
wanting, to defend the literal ſenſe. of this 
part of Scripture, and to ſhew, that there is 
no neceſſity for recurring wholly to an alle- 
gorical one. I am ſenſible, ſome able and 
learned men ſtill favour this latter way of 
interpretation; moſt of the primitive wri- 
ters have gone into it, and the fathers, eſpe- 
cially, of the two firſt centuries: But autho- 


rities 
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ties, alone, are not, I think, of weight enough 
to bring one into opinions of this ſort : the 
literal expeſition has in no-wiſe ſo many 
or great difficulties, as is commonly ima- 
gin'd ; and the objections to the other will, 
I fear, be found utterly unſurmountable.---- 
To leave this to a future enquiry, it will be 
ſufficient at preſent to ſet down the gene- 
ral purport of the firſt chapters of Genej6s. 
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CHAP. 


The "TION and Conduct, 


CHAPEL 


T pleaſed the Maker of the world, 
according to the hiſtory here mention'd, 
to form the firſt man and inhabitant 
of it, in a ſtate of innocence and hap- 
pineſs, and to provide, for his reſidence, 
a place full of all delights, laying only one 
command upon him, the Keeping of which 
was to be attended with the continuance of 
that bliſsful ſituation, and the breach with 
the loſs of it: — He diſobey d, and it was 
loſt, | os 

Nov let it be obſerved, before I proceed, 
that it does not appear in the account, we 
haye of this matter, nor can be inferr'd from 
it, that men are born with any pravity or 
corruption, or any weakneſs in their nature, 
but what Adam had, as well and alike be- 
fore, as after his fall: He was, tis true, 
through diſobedience, made ſubject to death, 


and N 
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and the various ailments and infirmities that 
lead to it; fo, could not tranſmit to his po- 
ſterity other faculties or conſtitutions, than 
were in himſelf; could not give them the 
good, he wanted: but notwithſtanding, the 
frame of his mind was, to all intents, the 
ſame ſtill; his liberty, or natural power to 
will and act, to judge and determine, was 
not alter d; nor did he acquire new deſires 
and affections: In other words, his reaſon 
and underſtanding, in the eſſence of them, 
remain'd, as they were, while his children 
had of courſe deriv'd to them the ſame pow- 
er and freedom, which he had, and the fame 
ability, whatever that was, to pleaſe or diſ- 
pleaſe God, to follow or to depart from the 
_ dictates of nature: the difference, in regard 
both of him and them, was purely, that 
their ſtate, and circumſtances here on earth 
was changed ; inſtead of immortal, they 


were become temporary beings; inſtead of 
an eaſy and undiſturb'd condition, were 


doom'd to a laborious and afflicted one: 
but human nature itſelf was not renverſed , 

only its duration, and the terms 2 
joyments, were different: the ſoul, and its 
ſeveral „ were alike; the manner 
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of life, and the ſpace and period of it, were 
on another foot: In effect, the fault, which 
our grand parents committed, in no-wiſe 
darken'd, or took from their knowledge, 
but, in a few reſpects, unfortunately added 
to it: at firſt their nakedneſs was hid from 
them; they found after, what it was to be 
naked, and wherein ſhame conſiſted, or ra- 
ther, this new ſenſe and inſtinct was ſuper- 
added to their original perceptions : before 
their tranſgreſſion, they taſted and conceiv'd, 
only, of happineſs ; now, they diſtinguiſh'd 
between happineſs and miſery, that is, they 
knew good from evil; before, they experien- 
ced, alone, pleaſure and contentment ; now, 
they were ſenſible of pain and anxiety : and 
in reſpect of the woman, her affections 
were enlarged, or varied in another inſtance, 


as her defire was to be to her huſband, and 
he to rule over her. 


To return; Adam and Eve, having bro- 
ken the command 'laid upon them, are 
driven out of Eden. But nevertheleſs, the 
goodneſs and juſtice of God could not per- 
mit, either that the ends of his providence 
ſhould be defeated by their fin, or that their 


deſcen. 


—_ 
* * 
1 
1 


* Gen. iii. 15. 
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deſcendants, who had no ſhare in this par- 


ticular guilt, ſhould finally ſuffer, or be the 
worſe for it: Man therefore is no ſooner fal- 
len, than his redemption and the means of 
it are appointed and promis d; * «© AndI1 
« will put enmity between thee and the 
« woman, and between thy ſeed and her 
« ſeed ; it ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou 
ce ſhalt bruiſe his heel: This text has been 
commonly thus interpreted : however, to 
Abraham God ſays, “ I will make of thee 
« a great nation — And in thee ſhall all the 
« families of the earth be bleſt — + And 
« all nations of the earth ſhall be bleſ in 
« him. All which did imply, that 
God would in time raiſe up a man, of the 
poſterity of Adam by Abraham, who ſhould 
repair all the miſchiefs, which the firſt man 
and woman had brought on their nature and 
ſpecies, and ſhould prefer them to another 
paradiſe in the room of that, which was 
forfeited. Thus, the firſt ſcheme being ſet 
aſide by the tranſgreſſion of our anceſtor; 


God in his wiſdom prepares a ſecond, where- 


+ Gen. xii. 23. f Gen. xviii. 18. 


by 
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by the poſterity of Adam ſhould be fully re- 
compens'd in another world, for what they 
were made liable to in this through his crime. 

Thus much for the Fall. As to what 
follow'd, from Adam down to Noah, the 
Moſaic accounts are extreme ſhort: yet I 
think, it may be collected from them, that 
the poſterity of Cain, or led hy his exam- | 
ple, or rather from the natural imbecillity of 
their minds, trod in his ſteps, and went 
moſtly into evil courſes, and that the firſt 
ſhort-liv'd traces or revivings of goodneſs 
afterwards were ſeen among the deſcendants 
of Seth: * And to Seth, to him alſo there 
« was born a ſon. — then began men to 
ee call upon the name of the Lord, | 
Foſephus, ſpeaking of this ſecond branch, 
declares, that they livd in innocence and 
virtue for ſeven generations ; he declares this, 
but on what grounds, I cannot conceive, if 
from conjecture merely, or ſome ſuppos d 
tradition: very often one may gueſs at his 
intentions, when he endeavours, frequently 
as he does, to ſupply either the deficiency 


* Gen. iv. 26. 


of 
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of Moſes's hiſtory, or to make amends in 
his own way for the conciſeneſs of it; but 
why he ſuppoſes what I have now men- 
tion'd, or whether his reputation and 
abilities will warrant every thing of this 
kind, T am uncertain. Enoch, tis true, 
is ſaid to have walk'd with God, and for 
that reaſon, one may judge, this was not 
the caſe of many more ; for had others done 
ſo as eminently, it would, 'tis likely, have 
been recorded of them ; the mentioning of 
one man's virtues ſo particularly, ſeems to 
imply, that virtue, in the fame degree at 
leaſt, was not very common. At the fame 
time, from Lamech's prophecy of Noah, 
that he ſhould comfort them becauſe of the 
curſe, we way ſuppoſe, that there was in his 


days, among a few men, a ſenſe of that 


misfortune, and confidence in God's mer- 
cies. | 

But whatever degree of goodneſs there 
might then have been, whatever reſpect to 
religion among particulars, it laſted not 
long: As ſoon as the. world thickned and 
grew populous, -even the poſterity, the 
whole poſterity of Serh, N Noah and 


| his 


Conduci 
his family, as well as that of Cain, plung'd 
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H E experience of two thouſand years 

had now made known the frailty and 
inſufficiency of human nature, Man's na- 
tural capacity, or underſtanding, did not in 
fact, through that time, lead him to virtue 
and happineſs ; wherefore, it muſt be ſup- 
pos'd, either that he had not made ſo good a 
uſe of his reaſon, as he might, or elſe that 
reaſon was not then a due counterpoiſe to 
the force, that weigh'd againſt it, and that 
the paſſions were too ſtrong for it, and 
quench'd its influence ; which is not unlike- 
ly; for theſe were at firſt at their full 
growth, and could be urged to no higher 
pitch, while reaſon was feeble and in its 
childhood, and unfit therefore for a conteſt, 
which it is ſcarce equal to in its matureſt 
ſtate : The weaker reaſon is, this is always 
true, the more wilful and irregular are the 
paſſions, and the leſs reſiſtance they meet 
with, the greater is their perverſeneſs and 


propen- 
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propenſity to what is wrong; ſo that, whe- 
ther reaſon, in its firſt feeble exertions, and 
in this morning of human nature, had 
ſtrength enough to check the inclination to 
evil, may be very difficult to be determin'd. 
It is not indeed poſſible, after all our 
thought, to come at a full view of our- 
ſelves : this knowledge is well ſaid to be 700 
excellent for us: we cannot penetrate into 
the ſoul, and inſpect it in all its powers, 


and fee by what laws they act reciprocally 


upon each other : ſuch reſearches we may 
ſometimes make in the ſeveral ſyſtems of 


matter, but cannot apply and carry them to 


our own ſpiritual frame and exiſtence. 
Nevertheleſs, here is my hold, ſince man's 
natural abilities and powers did not in fact, 
through the period ſpoken of, guide him to 
virtue and happineſs, one may ſuſpect, that 
thoſe powers may not be, in all poſſible fi- 
tuations and circumſtances, quite adequate 
to that end, and particularly that they were 
not then fo : Inſtruction, ſtudy, and leiſure 
and materials for it, with many other ad- 


vantages, are requiſite to give reaſon ſtrength 
and luſtre ; nor under theſe or any advanta- 


ges nor with the help even of divine illu- 
minations, 
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minations, does it always acquire the ſtabili- 
ty and perfection, needful to bring men to 
holineſs, and thereby to make them happy. 
I take it then, that much was not to be 
hop'd for from it, in its primitive rudeneſs 
and debility, with no aid of any kind. 

The true nature and unity of God, his 
onmnipreſence, and eternal exiſtence, his con- 
ſtant providential care over his creation, and 
our continual dependance on him, are theories, 


not only ſublime and great in themſelves, but 
eſſential to the very being of virtue, which, 
without an acquaintance with them, has a 
very unſafe bottom: but uſeful and neceſfary 
as theſe truths are, they could not, certain- 
ly, have been known in the ages we are 
ſpeaking of, neither through any faint glim. 
merings of tradition, if there were ſach, 
nor through any force, that reaſon could 
then exert; for if they are diſcoverable at 
all by reaſon, which is not quite clear, yet 
are they not ſo, without a vaſt ſtretch _ 
of mind in very long deductions, or in 
very metaphyſical arguments, which few 
even now are capable of entring into. And 
as to that capital grand point, the doctrine 
of a future ſtate, of all others moſt produc- 
; tive 
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tive of true goodneſs, there muſt have been 


alſo in theſe times an utter ignorance of it: 
The wiſeſt and moſt learned of the ethnic 
philoſophers, we know for certain, thought 
and reaſon d very darkly and dubiouſly on 
this ſubject; whatever they hinted about it, 
was plainly conjectural and imaginary, and 
what they rather hop'd for, than could prove, 
or were convinc'd of: a great number of 
ages, beſides, were laps'd, before any of them 
attain'd, however obſcurely, to this notion, 
if they did indeed attain to it of themſelves, 
and without any divine impulſe or inſpi- 
ration. 

The ſeveral knowledges therefore, now 
ſpecified, which are ſuch incitements to vir- 
tue, and ſo great ſupports of it, muſt have 
been hidden from the firſt race of men: they 
were neceſſarily deſtitute of theſe aids in 
particular, beſides the other diſadvantages 
that attended them: I do not then wonder, 
that they ran into ſo great and extenſive a 
degeneracy ; I wonder much more, that even 
one family remained free from it, and un- 
der the influences of religion and goodneſs: 
It was long after their days, and that thro' 
many ſucceſſive lights and affiſtances, ere 

human 
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human reaſon came to be in any mea- 
ſure an uniform guide, and a monitor to be 
relied on: It is not ſo at this time, but to 
a very ſmall number; conſequently, in its 
origin and infancy, muſt have been far from 
being a W N rule, and ſuch a one, as 
was equal to men's wants, and oO of 
their felicity. 

To this cauſe, chiefly, ought we to impute 
the miſeries of mankind in thoſe times; to 
his, the corruption, that reign'd fo univerſally 
in them: or, if this is not admitted, and it 
be ſtill: aid, that it was in man's power to 
have lived up to the dictates of religion and 
morality, yet muſt it be own'd, that it could 
not but be extreme difficult for him to do 
ſo; In fact, he did not: It pleaſed Gop, 
therefore, to make uſe of various methods, 
and proviſions, to affiſt him in the exer- 
Ciſe of virtue, and to enable him to attain all 
the happineſs, deſtin'd for him in this ſtate ; 
all which methods and proviſions were, with 
infinite wiſdom, ſuited to this greatand good 
end. This is what I propoſe to explain ful- 
ly, and hope to make appear in the ſubſe. 
quent chapters. 
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In the mean time, it may be objected, 
that if it was not in men's power, or not 
without great and almoſt inſuperable diffi- 
culty, to live well and virtuouſly, that then 
they could not juſtly have been puniſhed, nor 
ought Gop to have been angry with them. 
They were not, in effect, puniſhed, if I may 
give it that name, otherwiſe than neceſſity 
and their own good required; neither was 
Gop, that I can ſee, angry with them: tis 
true, he ſaw fit to cut off that generation, in 
the circumſtances they were, by a deluge ; 
but his declarations hereon by no means 
imply anger; on the contrary, they are full of 
regret and forrow, and ſhew the deepeſt con- 
cern ſor ſuch an extremity. And the Lord 
« faid, my Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with 
« man, for that he alſo is fleſh-—and it repen- 
« ted the Lord, that he had made man on 
te theearth, and it grieved him at his heart.— 
« And the Lord faid, I will deſtroy man, 
« whom I have created---for it repenteth - 
« me, that I have made them. Again, * And 
«© Noah builded an altar unto the Loxp, 
&« and the Lon p ſmell'd a ſweet favour, and 


+ Gen, vi. 3 6, 7. * Gen. viii. 20, 21. 
« the 
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c the Loxp faid in his heart, I will not 
« curſe the ground any more for man's fake, 
« for the imagination of man's heart is evil 
« from his youth; neither will I again ſmite 
« any more every thing living, as I have 
« done.” And more to the ſame effect. Theſe 
are the words of love and pity, not expreſ- 
ſions of vengeance and wrath. 

Secondly, Gop did not puniſh men, or 
deal with them, otherwiſe than neceſſity and 
their own good required: For, after their 
degeneracy was grown to ſuch an height and 
univerfality, that no means of reformation 
were left, an all-good CREATOR could not 
ſuffer things to go on in that courſe, and it 
was more merciful far to exterminate that 
race at once, than to let them live any lon- 
ger, overwhelm'd with fin and miſery ; the 
conſequence of which would only have been. 
their perpetrating yet greater crimes, and 
leaving behind them a 8 wretcheder 
than themſelves. 
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l E deluge is pour'd down. And now 

the great plan, for man's redemption 
and happineſs, is going into execution; the point 
ſtill in the eye of Providence, and which all 
his diſpenſations are uniformly directed to.— 
For the accompliſhing of this, and to the end 
that Gop's promiſe, to drown the world no 
more, might ſtand inviolable, two things 
were, chiefly, and indiſpenſably, of 1 nr 
tance. 

It was requiſite to prevent the ſame de- 
generacy from prevailing at any time after 
the flood, that had prevailed before it. 

It was alſo requiſite to keep the know- 
ledge of One Gop, Maker of heaven and 
earth, from being quite loſt and ſunk in 
idolatry. | 

Furſt, It was neceſſary to n againſt 
a total loſs of virtue and goodneſs a ſecond 
time: for, if that had happened again, the 
ſame remedy would have been required again: 


an- 


** 


may rekindle the ſparks of dying religion, 
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another univerſal corruption muſt have pro- 


duced another univerſal deluge ; no refor- 
mation, in that ſtate, being to be hoped for, 
or effected : in ſuch a degeneracy, thoſe me- 
thods of reforming, which, in other circum- 


| ſtances, might take place, either ceaſe, or are 


made uſeleſs : the encouragements of praiſe 
and reward are wholly at an end; perſuaſion 
and inſtruction, and the force and effects of 
example, ſubſiſt no longer; neither would di- 
vine judgments themſelves, probably, be of 
any efficacy in this ſtate: When men are 
throughly hardned and confirm'd in fin, theſe 
do but harden them the more; partially in- 
flicted, they are not minded; if more gene- 
ral, provoke only deſpair and defiance: wic- 
kedneſs, then, is made education; ſteel'd by 
habit and countenance, it will not bend, nor 
alter; the paſſions and tempers of men are 
crooked, and turn'd the wrong way; while 
no good any more incites their hope, nor 
evil their fear : there is not room, in ſuch a 
ſituation, even for the influences of Gop's 
grace and ſpirit, which are ſuppoſed to come 
only in aid of men's own endeavours: 7heſe 
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but never create virtue and goodneſs, where 
they are not, and where the ſeeds of them 
are quite periſh'd, and vice and wickedneſs 
have taken root in their ſtead; as the beams 
7 of the fun and moon, and the dews and 
zephyrs, call lillies up in gardens, but cannot 
raiſe, them in the defart, nor ſpread them 
upon barren rocks. 

If things, then, had come againto the ſame 
rate of iniquity, as men could not have been 
reform'd, nothing could have been done ef- 
fectually for their welfare; for, if men cannot 
be made good and virtuous, they cannot be 
made happy: God's promiſe, to drown the 
world no more, had better not have been 
made ; for it would have been better, in that - 

ſuppoſition, for REO to be cut off, than 
not. 

"TAY It was neceſſary to keep tho 
knowledge of the one Gop, Maker of hea- 
ven and earth, from being loſt ; as inſtantly 

loſt it would have been, without the divine 
Care and interpoſition : for, in thoſe days of 
Ignorance, men ran haſtily and headlong i in- 
. to idolatry; they ran into it, as it were, by 
_ =p Anſtin&t ; all they could conceive, or rather 
| furmiſe, my that there was ſomething ſome- 
1 where, 
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W exiſtences of ſome kind or * N 


more powerful and perfect than they, and 
that they were dependent on, and ſubject to 
ſome ſuch beings, inviſible to them; their 
impotent and helpleſs eſtate, the many dan- 
gers and wants they were involv'd in, their 
inability to relieve the one, or guard ſuffi- 
ciently againſt the other, eaſily led them to 
imagine this; to hope, that ſome of theſe 
beings were inclin d to do them good, and 
to fear, that others would hurt them; thoſe 
they ſought to for pibtection; theſe they 
endeavoured to appeaſe with ſacrifices : and 
this priſtin timidity, and feebleneſs in men's 
ſpirits it was, that gave riſe to the ſeveral 
religions, that obtained, in all times, through 
the heathen world: their original impreſſions, 
and traditions concerning Gon and his Unity 
whatever they were, were ſoon eras d out 
of their minds, and they ſoon forgot, as it 
was natural, what they did not underſtand: 
then, the more gods they had, the ſafer, they 
fondly imagin'd, they ſhould be, and that, 
by preferring one ſet of gods to another, they 
ſhould engage them the more ſtrongly in their 
favour : this error grew up out of their fim- 
phcity, as * grow out of the earth; fear, 

CY: Ignorance, 
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ignorance, and example, drove them almoſt 
irreſiſtibly into it, and it became ſecond nature. 
Idolatry, then, muſt of courſe, without 
the Divine interpoſition, ſoon have be- 
come univerſal; which had it once been, 

it muſt always how continued ſo : if no one 
nation had had the knowledge of Gop, all 
others would have remain'd without it. It 
was (for I may be allowed to ſuppoſe the 
Fewiſh records, in this reſpect at eaſt, true) 
amazingly difficult to preſerve this knowledge 
among one nation only, and being preſerved 
among them, 'twas a buſineſs of long time 
and preparation to convey it, by their hands, 

to the reſt of the world: if then it was fo 
hard a matter to bring and to keep mankind 
to the true worſhip and belief of One Gop, 

even this way, how could they have been 
brought to it by any other? how could all 
men have come by the knowledge of Gon, 
which it was almoſt impoſſible to preſerve 
among a few, and which the reſt came fo 
hardly by, while partially preſerved, if it had 
been once univerſally loſt? Could human 
reaſon have recovered it ? very probably, not : 
the true knowledge of Gop could not have 
been had but from Gop himſelf, 
A we — We 


nd 
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We are apt to think, we clearly ſec theſe 
truths, and that we can as clearly prove them, 
now that they have been revealed to us: but 
how, let me ask, do we prove them ?.—All 
metaphyſical reaſonings, or arguments, as we 
term them, a 4 priori, are of ſuch a nature, that 
many, even wiſe men, have thought them 
not much to be relied on; they are, in fact, 
often precarious and deociehal,and.et beſt, with- 
in the apprehenſion of but a few men. As to 
reaſonings 2 poſteriori, fuch as are taken from 
the frame and order of the univerſe ;' theſe 
are indeed thought to riſe to a real certainty, 
or very near it, of the being of a God, the 
_ cauſe of all things: but even here our under- 
ſtanding is ſoon loſt and bewilder'd. Whence 
is that cauſe, and how is he the Firſt Cauſe ? 
What is eternity, what neceſſity of exiſ- 
tence! exiſtence uncaus d, and without be- 
ginning, and without end! What is crea- 
tion, or cauſing to be that which was not! 

Say, notwithſtanding, that we do prove by 
theſe laſt mentioned reaſonings the being of 
Gop; yet do we not certainly prove, by them 
alone, all his attributes: we may perhaps con- 
clude from ſuch arguments the exiſtence of 
a Creator, but can go very little further ; can 

neither 
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neither deduce thence his Unity, nor his pro- 


vidence and government of his creation: there 


may be other Creators, other eternal intel- 


ligent Agents, or this ſyſtem, to which we 


belong, may have been ſo contrived, as not 
to need * Gop's care and ſuperintendency. 


The proofs then of this ſort, prove what 
they can, are only very fair preſumptions or 
probabilities, within a ſmall matter indeed 
of certainty, but not ſtrictly and abſolutely 
demonſtrative ; Atheiſm — no regular fix d 
ſcheme to reſt on; no hypotheſis, that is not ex- 


pos d to endleſs inconveniencies; on the con- 


trary, the ſuppoſition of a Gop, or Firſt Cauſe, 


is 4 more ſpecious and conſiſtent philoſo- 
phy, with much juſter pretenſions to truth, 
and accompanied with leſs and fewer diffi- 


culties. E 
However, to avoid 3 we will ſup- 


poſe, that reaſon, without revelation; could 


in time have attain'd to -the knowledge of 
the true Gop: be it o; yet the world 
might have grown old, and unnumber'd ages 


| have paſſed, e er one great genius had climb'd 
this ſummit of truth, and many more, e'er 


-------* Divum natura, neceſſe eſt, 
Immortali ævo ſumma cum pace fruatur. 
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he could have carried others thither. Tis 
certain, that only the greateſt of the ethnic 
philoſophers, either before the Chriſtian 
æra, or long after, had any tolerably juſt 
conceptions, if even they had fuch, of the 
* Unity of the ſupreme Being; the bulk of 
the world had them not : Be it then ad- 
mitted, that the philoſophers had, or might 
have had, fuch conceptions ; yet how could 
they have brought mankind into their ſen- 
timents ? could their leſſons, with no au- 
thority, but their own, have grappled with, 
and got the better of reigning bigottry and 
ſuperſtition? was a probable notion enough 
to overturn eſtabliſh'd, and deep-rooted falſ- 
hood? or could a refin'd ſpeculative truth, 
far above common underſtandings, incapable 
perhaps of ſtrict proof, at leaſt of ſuch as the 
generality could apprehend, have made its 
way through all oppoſition, and bore down 

pride, ſelf-intereſt, folly, and the moſt ſtub. 

born prejudices ? it will not be faid, it could. 
Well then; admit even further, that theſe 
philoſophers had, like the apoſtles, been in- 
veſted with the power of working * 


* owe, ſaid even Socrates, when he was ting, @ 
cock to — 3 ſee you pay it. 


for 
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for the confirmation of what they taught: 
yet ſtill, the conviction, to have been wrought 
on men's minds, would have relied only on 
certain temporary occaſional miracles, whoſe 
impreſſion would ſoon have been over: the 
evidence of former miracles, and of prophe- 
cies, and their completion, the teſtimony 
of a nation, that had known Gop from the 
beginning, the chain of his dealings and re- 
tributions with that nation, and the charac- 
ter of a Meſſiah, with the ſeveral aſtoniſhing 
and glorious circumſtances belonging to it, 
and that great living wonder and prediction 
in one, the diſperſion and preſent eſtate of 
the Fews, all this further evidence, which 
it pleaſed Gop to give mankind of his being 
and providence, would {till have been want- 
ing : all this, put together, was but barely 
ſufficient to lead them into this belief and 
ſenſe of things; leſs therefore, or the leaſt 
part of it, probably, would not have been fo. 
Far be it from me, confidently to aſſert, 
that Gop could have found no other method 
for accompliſhing his deſigns, than that one, 
he made uſe of.---Yet, when, in our beſt 
judgment, we cannot fee, how thoſe deſigns 
could have been brought about by any other, 


and 
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and, when the one, made uſe of, obtain'd its 
end in the ampleſt and moſt perfect man- 
ner, we may reaſonably believe, and take 
for granted, that no. other was to be found, 
or, which is the fame thing, none ſo wiſe, 
and well ſuited to all the purpoſes intended. 

Since, then, the knowledge of Gop, with- 
cut his eſpecial care, would, tis likely, have 
been early loſt ; and, if it had been. once loſt, 
could not, as fs as we can ſee, have been 
recovered again, it was moſt neceſſary to- 
make the ſureſt proviſions in this caſe, as it 
was alike neceſſary to * a kcond 
univerſal corruption. 

Had not both theſe particulars been ta- 
ken care of, and enſured, there would have 
been, no room or poſſibility, in appearance, 
for bringing men finally to happineſs: happi- 
nels, preſent or future, can flow only from 
virtue, and the knowledge of Gop; had vir- 
tue been once utterly extinguiſned, men would 
have been incapable of the knowledge of Gop, 
or any other to any good purpoſe, as without 
that knowledge they would have been inca- 
pable of pure and perfect virtue, which 
conſiſts in the love of, and in truſt in Gop, 
and an endea vour to be like him, 


In 
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In order to prevent a ſecond univerſal cor- 
ruption, Gop ſaw it requiſite, among other 
things, to operate powerfully by his holy 
Grace and Spirit, at certain times, and in diſ- 
tinction of certain men, for the n and 
inſtruction of others. 

And, in order to keep the knowledge of 
himſelf from being loſt, he ſaw it alike re- 
quiſite to appropriate, and ſeparate from the 
reſt of the world, a particular people; to reign 
over them perſonally, if J may ſo ſay, and 
by grace and terror, and by all motives of 
omnipotence, even violence and compulſion, 
to bind upon them the belief and worſhip of 
the true Gop, and keep them from falling 
into the worſhip of falſe gods; that through 
their means, and by this channel, he might 
communicate to all mankind the knowledge 
of his Being and Attributes, aſſoon as they 
ſhould be fit for it, and in a condition to 
make the right uſe of it. 


CHAP. 


of PROVIDENCE. 31 


CHAP. ws 


ET us confldie the firſt, of theſe bran- 
ches, viz. the preventing a ſecond to- 
tal loſs of virtue and goodneſs. 
While Noah and his immediate poſterity 
remained, the memory of Gop's judgments, 
and the ſenſe of their own deliverance and 
preſervation, with his example and authority, 
with-held them a while from fin : but theſe 
inducements to virtue waxing weaker, as 
mankind multiphed, and daily loſing force, 
it was not long, e' er impiety and preſum- 
ption got to a head again. They began, it 
is faid, to build a city and a tower, that 
ſhould reach unto heaven ; a'very unaccount- 
able project, and which, if not manifeſt 
impiety, nor intended by them as ſuch, 
was yet an act of madneſs and folly, ap- 
proaching very near it, and which expreſſed 
that violent and wilful fpirit, as ſhew'd a 
| tendency to every thing inordinate, and that 
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they would, thenceforth, be reſtrained from 
nothing, their imaginations led them to. 

It was now, therefore, needful fon God to 
interpoſe: and accordingly it pleaſed him, as 
the fitteſt means for remedying the miſchiefs 
at hand, and in order to make way for far- 
ther applications of his wiſdom, to ſcatter 
mankind abroad upon the face of the earth, 
and to divide them into ſeveral people and 
languages, who were before but one lan- 
guage and one people. 

I own, it may be urged, and not with- 
out colour of truth, that the fame thing 
would, in proceſs, have happened of itſelf, 
* through the nature and neceſſity of human 


* There was publiſhed, a few ycars ago, a poſthu- 
mous work of: ſome learned man, I think, of Dr. 
Wotton ; in which it was ſhewn, with reference to the - 
ſubject before us, that there are ſuch ſpecific innate 
characteriſtics in ſome languages, diſtinguiſhing them 
from all others, that they could not poflibly have been 
derived from any other: If this is fo, as J judge it 
may, what is the inſerence? Why, juſt nothing at 

all: This obſervation alone, if there be nothing, elſe 
do be ſaid, will not prove, nor even make it probable, 
that there was ſuch a miraculous confuſion of tongues, 
as Moſes gives an account of; for languages, tis very. 
poſſible, might have come by chance; people might 
have. made them themſelves, by conſenting to call 
things by this or that name or ſound, as new or ori- 
ginal names and ſounds are daily made for things new- 

ly invented. ond 
aftairs. 
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affairs. It may be fo : but then this would 
have been a reſult of length of time, riſing 
from cauſes, that muſt have ripen'd imper- 
fectly and dilatorily into their effects, and 
mankind, long before it had come to paſs, 
would have laps'd again into their former 
| licentiouſneſs, which would have obliged 
again to the ſame extremities : fo that here 
was a plain and peremptory neceſſity for 
Gop to do that directly, and by the inſtan- 
taneous act of his will, which might poſſibly 
have produced itſelf in ages; nor was the 
miracle the leſs on that account, any more 
than the reaſon for it was to have been diſ- 
penſed with : the benefit to accrue to man- 
kind, by an immediate diſperſion and con- 
fuſion of tongues, could not have been ac- 
compliſhed by a flow and gradual one: 
ſuch a one would have come too late, nor 
could the corruption, to be guarded againſt, 
have been prevented by 1t. 
Nor is this argument at all ſuppoſititious 

or imaginary : the words themſelves of ſcrip- 
ture, in which this matter 1s related, do' 

plainly imply as much. | 


D And 
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And the LorD ſaid, behold, the people 1s 
one ;---and this they begin to do, and now 
nothing <will be reſtrained from them, let 
us g down, and there confound their lan- 
guage. -The meaning of which is, the peo- 
ple are now united and live together, and 
from what they are already a-doing, tis 
evident, they are prepar'd to run into all 
manner of Enormities ; therefore, that they 
may not do fo, I will this moment ſcatter 
them abroad. —— The reaſon, you ſee, that 
induced to the miracle, is given, before the 
miracle itſelf is mention'd, ſignifying clear- 
ly, that it pleaſed Go p inſtantly to diſperſe 
men, and confound their tongues, as the beſt _ 
and fitteſt means to prevent the wickedneſs, 
which they were going haſtily into, in con- 
ſequence of their keeping together in one 
body. 

And that this was, in reality, the beſt 
and moſt effectual, if not the only method, 
his wiſdom could have made uſe of for this 
end, will, I think, appear on a little con- 
fderation, —Firſt then, by this expedient, 
wickedneſs and wicked projects were no 
longer to be contriv'd or carried on unani- 
mouſly and univerfally ; for men, being thus 

thrown 
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thrown into thouſands of little colonies, and 
divided by mountains, rivers, and ſeas, could 
no longer aſſociate and act together: at the 
ſame time, the irregularities, which might 
have their birth from a few of them, could 
not now be propagated to great numbers; 

for, every nation being unacquainted with the 
Ege of the reſt, vice was not to be 
transferred from one to another, nor could that, 
which was the growth of ſome lands, take 
root in more; by this means, the contagion 
of wickedneſs had bounds ſet to it, and evil 
example was confin'd, and could not ſtretch 
its influence beyond one country. 

Add to this, that tokens of Divine wrath, 
levelled on one people for their fins, might 
thenceforth be a warning to others to avoid 
the like fins: and as conteſts for dominion, 
extent of territory, 'and the like, muſt of 
courſe, in this ftate of things, ariſe between 
diffrent countries, ſo bleſſings being be- 
ſtowed on one, and denied to another, and 
ſucceſs and victory being given to the good, 
and with-held from the bad, this, one may 
judge, might very naturally lead men in 
time to think of their true intereſt, 

2 "M4 and 
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and create an emulation for virtue among 
them. | 

In effect, men were ſo circum ſtanced now 
by being parcelled out into. ſeveral nations, 
that they might, whenever Gop pleaſed, 
be made checks reciprocally upon each other, 
and be, in his hands, according to their re- 
ſpective virtues or demerits, the inſtruments 
of their own reward or chaſtiſement : a wic- 
ked ftate, or community, being brought 
| low, one more worthy could be exalted in 
the room of it ; this people growing diſſo- 
lute and e another, leſs debauch- 
ed, may be made lords and maſters over 
them. | 

On this footing, twas morally impoſ- 
ſible, that an univerſal degeneracy ſhould 
ever take place again, or that wickedneſs, 
let it prevail, as it could, in ſome parts, 
ſhould prevail alike in all.---And as to par- 
tial immorality, whatever there might be of 
it in particular nations or ſocieties, it could 
be of no very ill conſequence, there being 
always room in this circumſtance, to check 
and reſtrain it in ſuch manner or degree, as 
might be required. Thus things were 
brought to a ſecurity, and men's welfare 


Placed 
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placed on a true baſis for the future, thro' 
Gop's wildom in timely diſperſing them, 
and changing their one language into many. 

There is nothing in all the facred writings, 
that has been ſo much the mark of ridicule, 
or lain more open to vulgar exception, than 
the affair now ſpoken of; wherefore I was 
the more defirous to reſcue it, as well from 
irrational conſtructions, as from cenſures of 
levity : but ſtill I will be fo candid, as not 
to ſuppreſs any thing, I know of, that can 
be faid fairly againſt it: It may be faid, I 
gueſs, that the diſperſion of men at this junc- 
ture, and the quaſhing of their mad coun- 
ſels, might have been brought about, not on- 
ly naturally and without a miracle, but di- 
rectly and at once: I own it: A ſtorm, for 
example, a very high and furious ſtorm 
might have ſcattered and driven them abroad 
immediately: this is poſſible ; but then, 
whatever this ſtorm was, ſuppoſing it only 
to be natural, it could not have diſperſed 
them to ſo great a diſtance, nor kept them 
aſunder fo long, but that they might eaſily 
have come together again, after it was over. 
The confounding therefore of their ſpeech, 
tis * credible, was the only meaſure, 
53 chat 
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that could have diſperſed and divided them 
effectually, as well as inſtantly, and ſo as to 
anſwer fully the views of Providence. 
This ſtory of Babel then is not, after all, 
fo ſtrange a one, as ſome grave perſons have 
ſeemed to think; is not likely to have been 
the invention of Me/es, being at a loſs to ac- 
count for the variety of languages and na- 
tions ; but, moſt probably, was ſet down by 
him under the impulſe and conduct of that 
inſpiring power, which made him a man ſo 
mighty in thought and in a@. 

To diſmiſs this topic, it was with man- 
kind originally, while remaining in one 
body, as it is with a great popular tumult 
or inſurrection: the multitude, in this bad 
collective capacity, run headily into miſchief; 
but when once means are found to diſunite 
and diſperſe them, their tempers and incli- 
nations ſoon change; they then keep cloſe 
to their ſeparate diſtricts, and follow their 
callings in quiet. 

This diſperſion of men was one proper 
and adequate means to keep them from fal- 
ling again into an irremediable ſtate of vice 


and ir. 


Over 
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Over and above this, it pleaſed Gop, at 
different times, to ſend into the world divers 
excellent perſons, for the edification of human 
nature, and remarkably to illuminate and 
pour his grace and favour upon them for 
this end: theſe were the heroes, + whom 
the great writers of antiquity, in their fables 
and allegories, make mention of ; who broke 
the barriers of the prince of darkneſs, and 
weakned his empire, and therefore were de- 
clared to be deſcended from gods: that is, 
they were enlightned by the Gop of gods, 
and through his eſpecial favour cleared the 
miſts from men's eyes, and ſhewed them 
the paths to truth and virtue. 

It will, I foreſee, be objected here, that 
this is merely an aſſertion, a thing not to 
be proved, that there is no need to tuppoſe, 
that theſe great men had any light or guide, 
but nature and reaſon : I own, we have no 
records, ſacred or other, or any poſitive proof 
for ſupport of this notion with reſpect to 
fome of thoſe great men ; let it, then, be 
allowed to be only a ſuppoſition ; yet it is 


+ =----- Pauci, quos æquus amavit | 
upiter, aut ardens evexit ad æthera virtus, 
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a rational one, and has probability on its 
ſide: for is it to be conceived, unleſs we ad- 
mit ſupernatural aſſiſtance, that perſons ſhould 
riſe in the moſt barbarous and illiterate times, 
equal for wiſdom and abilities to any, that 
have been known in the moſt learned ? 
that, in this or that country, ſhould ſtand 
forth, of a ſudden, a great moraliſt or phi- 
Joſapber, while all around him was darkneſs 
and ſavageneſs Can one conceive, that, 
once in an age, ſuch a one fhould ſhoot up, 
like an aloe among weeds and briars, and 
that he ſhould thus get the ſtart of his ſpe- 
cies, and tower ſo prodigiouſly above them, 
on his own ſtrength only ! Could nature,. or 
accident, create fo vaſt a diſparity ? Could 
it come merely from different organizations 
of ſenſe and feature ? or was it the product 
of education, while as yet the arts of edu- 
cation were ſcarce thought of: this 1s. not 
over-likely. 

That theſe favour'd perſons, therefore, were 
bleſt with heavenly illuminations, in ſome 
mode or meaſure or other, is a notion very 
reaſonable in itſelf, and perfectly agreeable 
likewiſe to our juſteſt ideas of an all-good 
BE IN, Provident to bring his creation re- 


gularly 
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gularly and gradually to all the be, 
it could riſe to. 


There are, I know, who have ſtrong pre- 
judices to opinions of this ſort; yet certain- 
ly ſuch opinions are of very 9 origin, 
and what plain and common minds can 
ſcarce help falling into: the beſt and wiſeſt, 
moreover, of the moderns have eſpouſed this 
way of reaſoning, as numbers of the an- 
cients did before them, ſome of whom, I be- 
lieve indeed unjuſtifiably, yet carried it ſo 
far, as even to think, there never was a 
truly great man, or perſon endued with a 
ſurprizing genius in any way, but who owed 
it to ſome divine inſpiration, and was rais d 
up by Gop for ſome extraordinary purpoſe 
of good to mankind. 

Early, and at the head of thoſe, who ap- 
peared in this high and ſacred character, 
were Abraham, Lot, Melchizedec, Job, at 
leaſt the writer of the book of Fob, and 
others probably, whoſe names we have not 
heard of: Abraham and his fon Iſaac, tra- 
velled and ſojourned in many lands, where 
kings were reproved for their ſakes, and, by 
their fortunes, and the bleſſings attending 
. yrough up to the fear of Gop: 
4 2 
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After them roſe Hermes, Zoroafter, Orphens, 


Pythagoras, Numa, Cyrus, and the ſeveral 


great poets, law-givers, and philoſophers 
among the Greeks and Romans. 
Thus no poſſibility, it ſeems, was left of 
another univerſal corruption : mean time, 
virtue and moral knowledge imperceptibly 


advanc'd and yain'd ſtrength, till, one na- 


tion copying from another, and ſucceeding 
times improving on thoſe paſt, men became 


at length capable of apprehending the holy 
truths of Gop and his religion. 
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* HE ſecond thing, eſſential in the 
ſcheme of Providence, was the keep- 
ing the knowledge of the only true Gd from 
being wholly loſt. This could not probably 

have been ſo well done, as by ſeparating from 
the reſt of the world a particular people, and 
training them gradually in that knowledge: 
for men's propenſity to pluralities of gods 
was ſo natural, and predominant, that they 
ran into it at once and alike ; twas the ſole 
habit, or characteriſtic, in Which one nation 
did not differ from another: ſo that if ſome 
ve had not been ſelected from the reſt, and 
kept from mingling with them, and imi- 
tating their ſuperſtitions and follies, which 
they would have done, had they mingled with 
Vt the knowle edge of Gop could not 
have been preſetved : contagions cannot be 


- *ſcaped but by flying from the infected. 


It 


44 The Scheme and Conduct 


It Ua neceſſary, therefore, that a pars 
ticular people ſhould be ſet apart, and di- 
vided from all others, let us go ſuccinctly 
over; and juſt mark, the ſeveral ſteps, which 
it pleaſed Gop to take in order to it, in or- 
der both to ſet one nation thus apart from 
the reſt, as his peculiar people, and when 
that was done, to confirm and maintain his 
true worſhip and belief among thein. 

It was not long after the deluge, ere men's 
minds were clouded and darkned, and their 
original apprehenſions and ideas of Gop al- 
moſt quite extinguiſhed : idolatry, like a 
ſecond deluge, had pour d itſelf through the 
lands; it had got footing even among the 
elder RES of Shem, and that, while Noah 
himſelf was till living, and they had his 
example and authority before their eyes. --- 
In this conjuncture, the time preciſely, that 
ſuch a ſtep was required, Abraham is called; 
a man of virtuous and good diſpoſitions; 
and of the tenth generation, or thereabouts, 
from Noah : he is ſent forth, with all his 
ſubſtance, from his own country to another : 
God promiſes him an offspring, by his wife 
Sarah, in their old age, and to make a great 
nation of him; promiſes alſo the land of 
Canaan 
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Canaan to his poſterity ; ; and declares, that 
in his ſeed all the families of the earth ſhould 
be bleft, and goes along with him, and is 
every where his rock and tower of defence : 
What could be more engaging and endear- 
ing, than theſe ſeveral circumſtances ? What 
more proper to excite in a man affection, 
duty, and confidence towards Gop ? More- 
over, the going down of his deſcendants i in- 
to Egypt, their ſufferings and bondage there, 
and their deliverance from it, and return to 
Canaan, after four hundred years, are ſeve- 
rally predicted; in conſequence of which 
promiſes and predictions, Jaac, firſt, is 

born; Abrabam s faith and obedience, ſoon 
after, are exemplarily proved, and ſtrength- 
ned, and rewarded; the ſame promiſes are 
chen repeated to Tſaac ; after him, to Ja- 
cob, and the heavenly correſpondence is 
kept open with all three, during their re- 
ſpective lives: 8 OD. converſes with them 
face to face, and as friend with friend: ſo 
much was required to eſtabliſh even hem 
in the knowledge and fear of their Maker. 
In the decline of Jacob's life his darling 
ſon, Foſe ph, is ſold by his brethren to the 
Egypti ans; 2a famine enſues in Canaan, 


and 
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and thoſe brethren are forced to go after him 
to buy food; by this means they come, as 
was foretold, to reſide in Goſhen, and grow 
into a numerous and great people. 
Thus, from a man, and woman, childleſs, 
and far ſtricken in years, a nation is raiſed ; 
that nation, as it was begun, is propagated, 
and preſerved by miracles ; the main things 
to befal them, ſrom their beginning to the 
days of Moſes, are foretold, before they be- 
gan ; they are ſtill kept apart, and diſtinct 
from all other nations, in which view a 
particular rite had been, early, inſtituted, 
and ſignal mercies and marks of divine fa- 
vour inceſſantly accompany them: Even 
when they are fallen into flavery, Gop is 
{till with them; the more they are oppreſſed, 
the more they encreaſe and flouriſh ; their 
ſtrength, beauty, and numbers riſe with the 
cruelty of their oppreſſors, and all the while 
they have this comfort and ſupport, the 
promiſe of heaven, in his ſet time, to 
viſit and deliver them: all which viſible to- 
kens, and demonſtrations, continued through 
ages, of the care and love of God towards 
them, could not but awake in them awful 
ſentiments 
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ſentiments of that Gop, and belief and truſt 
in him, as a BRING, ſuperior to all others. 
Let us review this matter once more: 
Sarab kept barren to old age, for the pur- 
poſes of Providence, in her old age, as was 
promiſed, brings forth a ſon; this confirms 
Abraham's faith in God: that ſon, on the 
point of bleeding, is reſcued at the altar; 
this confirms his faith yet more: the lives 
of Abraham, Iſaac, and Facab, are diver- 
ſified, and mixt with diſtreſs and danger, by 
which the power and goodneſs of Gop do 
more abundantly appear, and they have more 
and more reaſon to awn him, and to rely on 
his favour and protection: on the ſame ac- 
count, and with the fame ſcope, is Foſeph 
fold into Egypt ; hence his brethren and fa- 
mily ſettle there, and after his death become 
_—_— and afflicted: their ſettlement in this 
country was one great deliverance; their 
affliction in it was in order to a bung 
the one tending to inſpire gratitude to Gon, 
the other to keep up a dependence on him; 


ſor had they enjoyed an unaltered proſpe- 
rity, they would ſoon have forgot him: 


afflicted therefore became they, and oppreſ- 
ſed, that they might look up to the Gop 
of 
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of their fathers for their deliverer: their ſo- 
journing in Egypt was of ſo long continu- 
ance, that they might be numerous enough 
to poſſeſs and fill the land, that was deſti- 
ned to them: their bondage and oppreſſion 
was ſo heavy and laſting, to the end, their 
deliverance, when wrought, might ſtrike 
keener and more durable impreſſions on them 
likewiſe, that the deep and affecting remem- 
brance of their having been bondmen them- 
ſelves, and taſted ſo much of its bitterneſs, 
might make them ever after merciful and 
kind to others in that circumſtance: beſides 
this, the iniquity of the Canaanites, as is 
ſaid, was not yet full, and had thoſe nati- 
ons been extirpated, before it was ſo, their 
puniſhment would not have been proportion- 
ed to their guilt; Gop in that caſe muſt 
have departed from the reaſon and meaſure 
of his juſtice : the fame may be faid with 
reſpect to the Egyptians, and the judgments 
at laſt brought upon them ; neither was 
their iniquity yet full, So much depended 
on the treatment of the Maelites in Egypt, 

and on their continuance there ſo long. 
In the mean time, all poſſible proviſions 
had been made by Go d, to keep them from 
minglin 8 


_— — 
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mingling with that nation, and to guard 


them from the idolatry of it : they lived in 
a particular province, or diſtrict, by them- 
ſelves; their very occupation, that of ſhep- 
herds, was an abomination to the Egyptians, 
who thought it unlawful even to eat or 
drink with an Hebrew; fo that the Hebrews 
could have very little opportunity of ſocie- 
ty or commerce with them: then, the grea- 
ter the tyranny. they endured, and the more 
they were buſied in the work of it, the leſs it 
was in their power to look into the cuſtoms 


and manners of their tyrants ; beſides that, 


their very reſentment, and hatred of ſuch 
task-maſters, could not but give them the 
ſtrongeſt e to all their ways, ſo far as 


they might, haply, be acquainted with 


them. | | 
Here, we ſee, is a ſeries of wonders, 
which verify the predictions, that went be- 


fore them; a chain of great events, ſpringing 


from one another, and drawn out through 


four or more centuries ; all tending, ſepa- 
rately and together, to attach the ſeed of 


Abraham to Gop, and to prepare their 
way for being his choſen people, and which 
open to us in one view whatever there can 
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be of beauty, harmony, and 18 in 
ed diſtributions. 


In truth, the more a nen man re- 
volves in kb mind this train of affairs, and 
ſees, how one nation are led, ſtep by ſtep, 
to a ſenſe of the pre-eminence and ſove- 
raignty of the true Gop, in order to be ſet 
apart for his ſervice, and to be, as it were, 
the repoſitory of his ſacred laws and religion, 
till all mankind were fit for the reception 
of them, the more he will confeſs and ad- 
mire the ſignatures of wiſdom and goodneſs, 
that appear through the whole economy, 
and in every part of it. 

Now, as nothing more could, in appear- 
ance, have been done for this end; ſo no- 
thing leſs, tis probable, would have been 


ſufficient: the rudeneſs of human reaſon, in 
thoſe days, was ſuch, that to conceive right- 


ly of the ſupreme Beine, was as much 
beyond its reach, as it was to explain or 
amend his works; the greateſt force of mind, 
under the ſublimeſt improvements, ſeems not 
at that time, or much later, to have been 
able to carry men ſuch a length: the fur- 
theſt they could go, the moſt they could be 
brought to, in numberleſs ages, was to con- 

ceive 
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ceive of ſome particular God, as greater than 
all others : conſequently, it became: the pe- 
culiar cate of Providence to bring ſome part 
of men, even into this imperfe& notion ; 
they ſeem not to have been able to reaſon 
themſelves into it; they could not fee it by 
their own reflection; therefore the only way 
to convince them of it was by ſupernatural 
effects, and extraordinary interpoſitions of 
almighty Power; which interpoſitions could 
not be too frequent, or too often repeated, 
to counter-ballance their ignorance, and 
proneneſs to idolatry, and to induce them to 
worſhip one God alone: fuch manifeſta- 
tions were the only lights, by which they 
could ſee Gop, and if thoſe lights had dif. 
appeared, they would have been in the dark 
again; they but half faw him through this 
teleſcope, ſo could not have ſeen him at all, 

had it been withdrawn: , Gop, fays Fa- 
cob, that Jacob, who, like his grandfather 
Abraham, and his father Jſaac, had con- 
verſed with his Maker, and beheld him in 

ſion, I Gon will be with me, and will 
keep me in this way that I go, and will 
give me food to eat, and raiment to put on, 


5 hae I come again to my father's houſe in 
E 2 peace, 
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peace, then ſhall the LoxD be my Gop; 
that is, in this caſe, he would ſerve the 
-LorD, rather than any other G. 

All this preparation, then, it ſeems plain, 
was required only to bring one people in any 


degree to the knowledge and worſhip of Goo: 


much more was required to keep them to, 
and confirm them in that worſhip: what 
has been recited, ſerv'd no further, than to 
lead to this point, and make, as it were, the 
openings of it; ſtill greater things were 
needful for ſecuring it. 

It is exceeding difficult to carry rude na- 
ture contrary to its humour and propenſity, 
and to give it a happier bent, than what it 
took from its firſt fears, ignorance, or miſ- 
apprehenſions: let what can, be done, it will 
ſtill be apt to ſlide back into its proper er- 
ror; like a bowl, which, while the force, 
firſt given it, continues, rolls even to the 
goal, but when that is ſpent, curves and 
declines again with its own biaſs. 

And thus it was with the unhappy I 
raelites, whoſe deliverance from their Egyp- 
tian thraldom, with all, that attended, and 
followed from it, we now come to conſi- 
der. | 

CRAP. 
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CHAP V 


Emarkable and ſurprizing have been the 
fortunes and ſtory of many countries, 
and kingdoms of the earth; but none have had 
their chronicles ſo filled with wonder, or could 
boaſt ſuch marks and deſignations of Gop's 
| care and providence, as the -Fews : begun, 
| and raiſed up by Divine Power; ſeparated 
from all mankind, to be one day the bleſ- 
ſing of all mankind; driven from their 
country, when deſolate and unfruitful, to 
come back to it, when flowing with milk 
and honey; preferv'd from famine, while 
only a family, to be reſcued from ſlavery, 
when a nation; from a ſingle family and 
a ſmall number, in a ſurprizing ſhort time, 
encreaſed to a great people, and after being an 
afflicted, perſecuted people, delivered with a 
high hand, and made victorious over their 
enemies. 
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They had lived happily in Egypt for one 
generation, and through the lives of the 
founders of their tribes : at length, a prince 
ſucceeding, who was a ſtranger to their fa- 
thers, their ſufferings and oppreſſion began, 
encreaſing gradually, as they encreaſed, and 
growing ſorer and more grievous, as they 
grew more potent and populous: at laſt, 
their cry cometh up to heaven, and their 
deliverer is ſent them: and, as Je. pb had 
been greatly reſcued and exalted; in way 
to the bringing them into this country; 
Moſes was no leſs eminently preſerv d, Se 
diſtinguiſhed, for the carrying em out 
of it; that, thus, this whole diſpenſation 
might viſibly be the finger of God, and that 
the tokens and footſteps of his providence 
might be ſeen more deeply engrav d through- 
out it. 

And now the viol of wrath is poured 
forth. — Moſes ſtretcheth forth his wand. — 
The heart of Pharaoh is hardned. — Not 
hardned, that he might be puniſhed for what | 
was wrought upon him by divine impreſſion , 
and which he could not help: herein was 
no crime: the guilt of Egypt, both prince 
ang people, was their ine xorable cruelty to 

the 
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the Hebrews, who had in nothing deſerved 
ſuch treatment from them, and to whoſe 
anceſtors they had been abundantly indebt- 
ed: this was a guilt, needed no aggravation : 
Pharaoh's heart, then, was hardned not te 
add to his crime, but that there might be 
the more ſcope for the hand of Gop to 
move in, and that his puniſhment, as well 
as Gop's power, might be the more con- 
ſpicuous, by being ſeen in greater diverſity : 
had he not been hardned, he could not poſ- 
fibly have continued fo ea in refuſing 
to let the Mraelites go; and if he had not 
ſtood in that obſtinacy, there would not 
have been the opportunity and the reaſons 
for multiplying Gop's wonders in Egypt ; 
thoſe wonders, which were to convince the. 
Fews in particular, that the Loꝝx D, Febovab, 
was high above all gods, and which were 
to be declared by them to their children's, 
children, and to be the ground-work and. 
ſupport of the great ſyſtem, that followed. 
With this intent Pharaoh's heart was 
hardned : and to this intent alſo the magi- 
cians were permitted to do ſome of the ſame. 
things, which A did: I fay, permitted: 
for, however there will always be in ignorant 
co KS: - times 
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times and nations, ſorcerers, or perſons aſ- 
ſuming that name and character, yet tis 
certain, there is not, nor can be a real art- 
magic; there can be no natural power in man 
to do ſupernatural things, none by himſelf, 
none in concert with other agents: all ſup- 
poſitions of this kind are ſenſeleſs. 

The truth is, Gop at this time, ſuffered 
enchantments, let me call them ſuch, whe- 
ther by the miniſtry of ſpirits commiſſioned 
to this end, or by powers immediate- 
ly communicated to the enchanters them 
ſelves, to take place in a certain degree, as 
the fitteſt means, the more throughly to 
harden Pharaoh, and that it might be ſeen 
finally, that the imagin'd arts of ſorcerers, 
and inviſible ſpirits, were uncertain, and con- 
fin d, and no ſtreſs to be laid on thin; : that 
| thoſe ſorcerers, and thoſe ſpirits, good or 
evil, no matter which way you underſtand 
it, had no power, in effect, but from Gop ; 
none, but what he gave them leave to exert, - 
and which he could limit and reſtrain at 
pleaſure ; and that all impoſtors of this kind 
were, in his hands, alike with the reſt of his 
creation, whenever he ſaw good, inſtruments 
} & WO + for 
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for executing his will, and _— the 
ends of his government. 

In other words, the power, given to the 
magicians, was given, partly, to expoſe the 
vanity and impiety of all, who placed con- 
fidence in any help, or had any dependence, 
except in Gop only; to ſhew, that ſuch 
hopes and dependencies would always de- 
ceive and forſake thoſe, who truſted to them; 
that there was no in ſic power or efficacy 
in magic, and that whatever was done 
under that name and pretence, was wholly 
through God's 3 and ſub to 
his controul. 

Thus it is faid in Deuteronomy, that, if 
a falſe prophet foretold any thing, and. the 
thing foretold ſhould come to paſs, with de- 
Vn to tempt them to go after other gods, they 
were yet not to believe him, nor to vor- 
Jp other gods, for Gop permitted this on- 

ly to prove them. — 
Had the magicians had any ability, in- 
dependently of Gop, whether inherent in 
themſelves, or in virtue of infernal, or other 
aſſiſtance, to do ſupernatural things, they 
might as well have followed Mofes through 
* his miracles, as through a few of them; 
92 might 
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might as well have call'd up lice, as frogs . « 
as well have chang'd day to night, as water 
to blood: but they had not, nor poſſibly 
could have, any ſuch power: it is contrary 
to all ſenſe, contrary to all our ideas of Gop, 
to ſuppoſe, that any being, except himſelf, 
can create and give life; (this were ſuppo- 
ſing other gods ;) or, that any ſpirits, good 
or evil, can do acts contrary to nature, and 
alter the ſtable and eternal laws of it; or, 
which is more abſurd, that they can im- 
power men to do ſuch acts: the miracles of 
the magicians, then, were as truly miracles, 
and vertually as much the work of Gop, as 
thoſe of Moſes; they were as truly done 
through his almighty will and power, and 
could be done by no other : the giving life 
and being to a fly, or worm, or any inſect, 
is as great an act, as to zwe it to an ele- 
phant or a lion; the making a leſſer ſer- 
pent, as much a miracle, as to make a greater, 
or to tell the tempeſt, where it ſhall ravage, 
and where not: all ſuch acts imply equal 
power, and can come, directly or in- 
directly, from him alone, in whom is all 
power: the ſorcerers did ſome of theſe acts, 
and could not do the reſt; this was demonſtra- 
. tion, 
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tion, that it was not by their own power, they 
did them: ſo that, by this procedure, while 
the heart of Pharaoh, as I have faid, was 
more throughly hardned, and occaſion thence 
given for multiplying of Gop's wonders, 

the fallacy and preſumption alſo of all ſup- 
poſed conjurations and magical arts was, in 
great meaſure, detected and diſarmed. 

Upon the whole, theſe methods, which it 
leaſed God to take for vindicating his name 
and pre-eminence,were the fitteſt and righteſt, 
in all reſpects, that could be taken in thoſe 
ages and circumſtances of the world : men 
then, ſeemingly, were quite incapable of un- 
derſtanding the Unity of the Divine Nature, 
or of being reaſoned even into the fainteſt 
notions concerning it ; their fears and weak- 
neſs, on the danny led them into all 
manner of follies and ſuperſtitions, as witch- 
craft, auguries, incantation, idol-worſhip, 
and the like: the permitting, therefore, cer- 
tain wonders, ſuppoſed to be done by dif- 
ferent agents, than Gop, and the doing 
others, ſeemingly greater and more mar- 
vellous, and which ſuch agents were not 

permitted to do, theſe were the only proper 
prov to men, at that time, of Gon's ſu- 
preme 
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preme authority and omnipotence : nor do 
we ſee his wiſdom perhaps more clearly in 
| ought, than in the perfect ſuiting and ad- 
apting, in this wiſe, his ſeveral operations 
to the nature and temper of the reſpective 
times and occaſions, wherein they were ma- 
nifeſted. 

And hence it is, we 00 frequently meet 
with in holy writ expreſſions of this 
kind. — Who is hike unto our God? which 
of all the gods can be compared unto him ? 
He is high above all gods — the God, that 
alone doth wondrous things — the God of 
Abraham and Tſaac — with many others 
of the like import, and which were model- 
led to the unripen'd apprehenſions of men 
in thoſe days, when ſpeculative truth and 
reaſoning were out of their reach, and they 
were to be kept ſtedfaſt with Gop, as 
by ſuch applications, which might moſt 
eafily affect them, ſo by thoſe forms of 
ſpeech, that lay moſt naturally to their un- 
derſtandings. | 

The God of Abraham ! And was he not 
as truly the Gop of his whole creation, 
and of all lands and people, as of Arn 
bam and his ſeed? bo is fo great a God us 


our 
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eur God ! Was there really, then, any other 


god? No,; but theſe phraſes, as I ſaid, 
were uſed in compliance with their weak 
neſs, and fignified to them, what only 
they could be yet made to comprehend, that 
the Loxp was ſupreme over all, and had 
no rival, or competitor, for power and do- 
minion, and conſequently, that it was in 
vain to put truſt in any beſide, _ 

In this ſenſe and conſtruction then, in 
which I have explained it, and I am apt to 
think, in no other, is to be underſtood the 
affair of the Egyptian ſorcerers: in the fame 

ſenſe I underſtand that other fact of the 


witch of Endor; ſhe had no ability of her. 
own, or, through intercourſe with any ſpirits, 


to call up the ghoſt of Samuel; but it plea- 


ſed Gop to ſuffer it to be done then in 
views of his providence: no being could 
have enabled her to do that, or any other ſuch 


thing, except Gop : no demon, or familiar, 


neither good or evil ſpirit, has, tis probable, | 
any power to impede or aſſiſt men in their 
actions, to do them good, or do them hurt, 


unleſs Gop directly enables and commiſſions 


them to do ſo: and in this way, likewiſe, I. 
take it, we ought to interpret what 1s related, 


D . 
* 
of * = A 
w_ 
Mw. 
1 = x 
—— U ̃ ̃ ON — — Z — 


. 
„ << > 


—— — = _ _—— — — — 
a 


— — - 


4 


—— OT — 


, A A ev ys re tr te fe —— — 


e «m ⁵⁰¹»•1 ̃ —⁵ . ˙¹¹ ẽůmm —at‚Y (—8 8 


— 
* — 
p e ᷑ 77. ⅛ ⁰—.c—( ˙ . DD ET EE ee ee ee ce wee ET TD. — —ͤ 1m — NRCC — , ,,] 
. 


_— 


3 rs wo 


WER TT TC NO . oe. ̃ —( ito ce 


e ⁰ Hg" PREISE Arr ˙ r! ] QX. . ]⁵mn en ER HOSE 
- Py 
% 


62 De Scheme and Conduc 

in the goſpels, of perſons poſſeſs d and tors 
mented by devils ; which perſons, if I am 
in the right in this notion, were really poſ- 
ſeſſecl by devils, and were not madmen on- 
ly, or lunatics, as is more commonly be- 
liev d. 

Thus much for thoſe particulars, which 
preceded the Mraelites going out of Egypt, 
and which, by various appeals to their ſen- 
ſes, and by the evidence of their eyes, were 
to convince them, that their Gop was greater 
than all other gods; for they could not then 
(which is what I have more than once ob- 
ſerved, yet will it be uſeful to explain it a 
little further) enter into the abſtract idea of 
one Gop, or Being, Author of all beings, 
nor deduce his Exiſtence and Unity from his 
regular, creation; but with the reſt of man- 
kind ignorantly believ'd, that there were great 
numbers of celeftial exiſtences, like him, 
and that, as to private perſons and families 
were given their Lares, or houſhold divinities, 
ſo every country and people had their re- 
| ſpective national god or gods. 

It is recorded of thoſe nations, who, after 

the captivity, were planted in the cities of 

* that they knew not the manner f 
the 
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the god of the country, and that afterwards 
being taught his worſhip, they worſhipped 
him, yet ſerv'd their own country-gods at 
the ſame time ; ſo univerſally fixed in men's 
minds was this belief, till the days of chriſ- 
tianity: it ſeems, indeed, to have been of 
the proper and genuine growth of human na- 
ture, and ſo much ſo, that it could never yet 
be wholly extinguiſhed, nor is even to this 
day, many Chriſtians themſelves having in 
effect revived, or rather ſubſtituted in its 
room ſomething very like it, by allotting to 
different kin gdoms guardian ſaints, or pa- 
trons, and paying homage and wenn to 
them, as ſuch, 

' It is moſt true, and would have been 
very probable, though there had been no 
grounds for it in ſcripture, that Gop has, 
through all ages, deſtin'd angels, or immor- 
tal ſpirits, to preſide not only over ftates 
and empires, but to be protectors of parti- 
cular men and houſes: this were a probable 
opinion, tho' not warranted by holy wrat ; 
for what with more reaſon can we ſuppoſe, 
than that it makes great part of the happi- 
neſs of angels to perform the duties and 
functions, aſſign'd them by Gop ? and what 


more 
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more glorious, or uſeful function, can the 
moſt exalted creature have, than to watch 
for the ſafety and welfare of his fellow-crea- 
tures, and to be buſied in procuring their 
good, and in averting evil from them ? 
Such probably always was, and will be, 
in part, the employment of beatified ſpirits: 
but ſince men in their priſtine ignorance, 
miſtook them for, and ador'd them as in- 
dependent deities, not ſubſer vient to, or act- 
ing by the ordinances of their common Fa- 
ther and Maker, it was moſt fitting for 
Gop, when he ſelected a particular nation, 
in order to be their Gop in a more emi- 
nent manner, to let them ſee, what only 
they were capable of ſeeing, that he was far 
above all ſuch ſuppoſed gods in power, and 
that no other could do the things, which he 
did. 
Theſe were the arguments, beſt ſuited to 
their humble capacity, and the wiſeſt way, 
in which their Maker could treat them, un- 
til ſuch time, as they ſhould be able to 
know and recognize him. by truer mediums, 
Let it be obſerved further, in regard to 
the miracles, which Gop wrought in Egypt, 
that, to the end, the views of his providence, 
| — 


of PROVIDENCE. 65 


here mentioned, might be fully anſwered 
by them, they were of ſuch a ſort, as muſt 
be known to come from Gop only, and as 
muſt be neceflarily ſeen, and own'd, for his 
immediate real work, the work of a Being 
ſuperior to all poſſible pawers of man, and 
could not be miſtaken for ſuch, nor could 
be in any manner deceptions, nor the re- 
ſult of any poſſible human cauſes, or mere- 
ly natural accidents. — Swarms, for ex- 
ample, of noxious inſets might, from na- 
tural cauſes, happen to cover a country; 
but would be of their ordinary kind and 
quality, and would not deſtroy one field, 

while they ſpared another. Tempeſts of 
hail, fire, and thunder, might lay waſte a 
fruitful land; but could not make diſtin. 
tion between this, and that part of it, nor 
between the flacks and herds of different 
perſons. — From diſorders in the elements, 
as might then have been imagined, or from 
irregular motions of planets, a darkneſs 
might have prevailed; but then that darkneſs. 

would have been like common night, not 
| groſs and denſe, ſo as to be felt, and would 
have been but. of ſhort duration, — Peſti- 
lence, or the arrow, that flieth unſeen, may 
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ſweep away great multitudes ; but when it 
does fo, it always does it promiſcuouſly, and 
indifferently; it cannot fingle out one, and 
no more, from every houſe and family, and 
that the fir/t-born ; it cannot, in the deſo- 
lation it makes, ſtrike only the original in- 
habitants, while it paſſes, over the ſtranger 
nation, that ſojourns with them. 

And as thoſe miracles were ſuited to the 
general purpoſe of Gop's Providence, in 
aſſerting his ſupreme power, and ſoveraignty; 
ſo his wiſdom order'd it, in reſpect to ſome 
of them, that they were, in particular, ex- 
preſſive of the meaſures of divine juſtice and 
retribution, while they were fitted alſo for 
further ends and uſes : thus, the Egyptians 
having cruelly endeavour'd to deſtroy all 
the male Hebrew children, their own jir/t- 
born, by juſt retaliation, were cut off, and 
this great event was, befides, the nobleſt 
baſis imaginable for a ritual religion, ſuch 
being then neceſſary, and the moſt facred 
and folemn thing, a commemorative feſtival, 
or day of thankſs;ving, could be grounded 
on. Again, the Egyptians had deſpoil'd the 
poor Mraelites of the fruits of their labour 
and induſtry, bowing Err down to every 
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| 

yoke and ſervitude ; the riches, therefore, | | 

1 and ſpoil of Egypt, were given them, in re- | 

1 compence for their long hardſhips, and thoſe | 

4 riches ſerv d, afterwards, for materials to build | 
the ark of the teſtimony with. 
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CHAP. VL 


HAVE ſhewn the neceſſity there was 
of keeping the knowledge of the true 
Gop from being wholly loſt and ſunk in 
idolatry; and that there was no way fo 
probable of doing this, as by ſeparating a 
particular people from the reſt of the world : 
the ſeveral ſteps alſo, which it pleas'd Gop 
to take thus far (that is, from the calling of 


Abraham to the going of the Fews out of 


Egypt) for ſupporting, and making good, this 
branch of his ſyſtem, have been produced 
and explain'd ; and it muſt, I think, ap- 

pear to an impartial reader, that the whole 
procedure was wiſe, regular, and perfect, 
fuch in every part and circumſtance of it, as 

the nature and reaſon of things demanded, 
and what only could have been adequate to 
the end propoſed. 

Let us now proceed to conſider the ſequel, 
and what was further — for preſerving 


God's, 


1 5 
„ 


of PROVIDENCE. 69 


God's true worſhip and belief among the 
FJeuiſb nation; for much more was ſtill re- 
quired, as to this great point; fo very feeble 
were their underſtandings : whatever was 
paſt, would have loſt its force, but for what 
came after; and former miracles have ſoon 
been forgot by them, if they had not been 
ſucceeded by new ones : — nor ought we to 
think, which has been frequently done, of 
ſuch a forgetfulneſs, as an infirmity peculiar 
to this people only ; any other people, as far 
as I can ſee, the ſtate of human nature then 
being conſidered, muſt have ſhar'd, more or 
leſs, of the fame frailty, and very probably 
would have acted, in ſome degree, as they 
did, 

Gor, therefore, foreſeeing, what their 
weakneſs would ſtill lead them to, notwith- 
ſtanding the mighty things he had done in 
Egypt, continues to work his wonders among 
them. For this, he leads them, in that 
memorable march, with pillars of cloud and 
fire; divides the great deep, and they take 
their way through it, under convoy of 
angels : for this, the fountains of bitterneſs 
are made ſweet. — They eat alſo of the 
bread of heaven, and drink of rivers, guſhing 
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from adamant : thus, he bore them on eagles 
wings, and brought them unto himſelf, even 
to his holy mount, Horeb, at what time he 
came down to them in the cloud, and they 
| faw the glory of Gop, and heard his 
voice.“ 

And here it pleaſed him to eſtabliſh his 
covenant with them, and to give them a 
ſyſtem of laws and ſtatutes, ſuch as no other 
nation had, and which were, not only moſt 
excellent in themſelves, but were in all re- 
ſpects likewiſe fitted to the temper, and wants, 
of that people, in that age, as well as to the 
future intents and purpoſes of Providence.--- 
The moral part of theſe laws contain'd what- 
ever was juſt and righteous; the ceremonial 
part had every thing, that was pompous, 
and refulgent; the former inſpired probity, 
and goodneſs ; the latter, awful and grand 
conceptions of Gop : the one . purified the 
heart; the other entertained the ſenſes : Fhis 
was the eſſence of their religion; that the 


"Fg The Few ; hiſtorian calls it — his immortal 
voice — Which, in my judgment, is a poor and low © 
way of ſpeaking: Dii immortales was language right 


enough for the mouth of a pagan, but that epithet, 


applied to the one only true Gop, foes My con- 
. | | | | 
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pride, and nobility of it : however, the latter 
was inſtituted, not for its own fake ſo much, 

as for the fake of the former; the ritual law 
was chiefly for an inducement to beget obe- 


dience to the moral, and as the means to 


guide them to virtue and holineſs, and unite 
them to Gop. 


Nor could ſuch inducements, and fuch means, 


poſſibly have been diſpenſed with at that 
time: the path of virtue would have look'd 
too rugged and thorny, had it not been che- 
quered with ſuch roſes, and if there had not 
been enamel'd on it, wherewith to pleaſe 
the eye, or amuſe the paſſions ; the way, at 


firſt, to make religion appear lovely to them, 
was to give it a face of gaiety and pleaſure, 
and the way to make the true Gop more 


deſirable in their eyes, than falſe gods, was 


to cloath his worſhip with luſtre and mag-. 


nificence, and to add to it all the ſpirit and 


delight, that could be ſuperinduced from ex- 
ternal things : Hence the inexpreſſible riches, - 
and glory, of the tabernacle {the reſplendent. 
prieſthood! the trumpets in the new-moon ! 
the coſtly unguents, and the like! all theſe 
things, interwoven with, and being, as it were, - 
the garment. of moral goodneſs, ſerv d, at the 
F 4 beginning, 1 
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beginning, to recommend it to them, and 
to remind them continually of it. 

And further, that religion and virtue 
might be yet more eſſentially their care, and 
that they might not be diſtracted by atten- 
tion to different things at once, their civil 
and religious polity, their government and 
worſhip, judicial and facred affairs, were 
made one, and blended each in the other : 
what was an act of religion, was at the 
fame time an act of tate. 

Thus the ſervice of Gop became, in effect, 
their whole and only concern and occupa- 
tion, at the ſame time that it was ſo mo- 
delled, as to be a kind of perpetual feſtival, 
or holy-day, making that their conſtant 
recreation, which was their duty. 

They could not be brought to the eſteem, 
and practice, of what they did not under. 
ſand, without being allured to it by ſome- 
thing, which they did underſtand : exter- 
nal, and ſenſible things, lay within their reach 
and comprehenſion ; but to perceive the rea- 
ſonableneſs of moral action, and the natural 
Anctions of virtue, was above it: and on 
this account it was, that their law was, 
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mony, but that the moral, as well as the cere- 
monial part of it, was enjoin'd merely in 
virtue of the divine authority, and made 
binding only, as it was the command. of 
Gop: the reaſon to excite them to virtue, 
which they could, then, beſt underſtand, 
was its being commanded by Gop; as its be- 
ing mix'd with ſuch rites, as were pleaſing 
to ſenſe, was what would make them beſt 
reliſh it. The lures, which fail not to catch 
human nature, are outward ſhew and oſten- 
tation; and we ſee, in fact, at this day, that 
people, every-where, purſue theſe gauds of 
religion, and are always moſt fond of the 
tire and drapery of it; whence even wiſe 

and good men have ſometimes thought, that 
tis expedient ſtill to indulge theſe things, in 
ſome degree, to the vulgar, in order to keep 
up a ſenſe of Gop and duty in their mind. 
It heed not then be faid, of what abſolute 
neceſſity ſuch matters were, in the early n 
we have been ſpeaking of. 

In this manner were the ritual and moral 
oeconomy directed to their reſpective ſepa- 
rate ends and uſes, while both the one and 
the other had the fame final view, which 
Was to attach and unite this nation (the 


as 
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Fews) to Gop, by giving them juſt ideas of 
his adorable Being and Attributes : his 
| Power and Greatneſs they ſaw in the Regale 

of his worſhip and habitation ; his Wiſdom 
and Moral Perfections they would, in time, 
learn from the perfect reaſonableneſs and 
goodneſs of his moral laws: the parade and 
brilliancy of their religion, which ſhew'd 
the Creator in ſuch auguſt lights, made his 
commands reſpectable ; as the wiſdom and 
' goodneſs of thoſe commands would, by de- 
grees, make them amiable : ſo that the whole 
tended, and conſpired together, to make 
good, as far as could be done by this par- 
ticular means, the ſecond general branch of 
the divine Syſtem, which was the preſer- 
ving the knowledge and worſhip of the true 
Gop among men. 


What I have here obſerv'd, in reſpect of 
the Moſaic rites, relates chiefly to ſuch of 
them, as were form'd for grandeur and de- 
coration. — As to the reſt, ſome of theſe 
might, probably, regard purity and clean- 
linefs, or the particular habits and complec- 
tions of the Jeus, or the nature of the 
climate, and country, they were to ſettle in. 


To: 


To proceed then, it pleaſed G o p, at 
mount Horeb, to divide the Hebrew nation 
from all others, and to ſign and ſeal, 5 1 
may ſo ſay, his covenant with them: 
he adopted, and ſanctified them; here IT 
them for his peculiar people: he a them, 
tis true, with eminent diſtinction; but chat 
diſtinction was not ſuch as implied leſs love 
for, or regard to, the reſt of his creation; 

this, I know, has been frequently objected, 
and this is what they themſelves were ſome- 
times ſo weak as to imagine; but nothing 
ever was more without grounds : the choice, 
it pleaſed Gop to make of them, was with 
view to the general good, no leſs than theirs: 


inſtead of being partial favour to one nation, 
it was, in reality, grace and mercy to all man- 


kind: in other words, the diſtinction and 


honour, ſhewn the Hebrews, was at the ſame: 
time kindneſs and compaſſion to the whole 


world. 

The al. wiſe and good Being, whos eye 
penetrates that nature he is the fountain of, 
faw, how hard it would be to keep in a 


true ſenſe of his ſoveraignty, and of the unity 
of his God-head, this, or any nation: he 


law, chat the utmaſt exertions of power, even 


the 
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the whole artillery of his wrath and terrors, 
would be ſcarce enough ta prevent their fal- 
ling wholly into idolatry : he, therefore, ſe- 
lected one people, to the end thoſe judg- 
ments and ſeverities, without which idolatry 
could not be prevented, might be confin'd 
to one people : all other nations ; all the 
ethnic world, were ſure at laſt to reap the 
benefit of this d:/þen/ation, unconcern'd in 
the fate of thoſe, to whom it was given, and 
without ſharing in any of its poſſible miſe- 
ries and misfortunes : the fruit and glory of 
it was to the Gentiles ; the danger to the 
| Fews : Jeus, and Gentiles, were alike to be 
bleſs d in the ſeed of Abraham, while the for- 
mer only were liable to the extremities, en- 
tailed on them, if they forſook Gop. 
The favour then, ſhewn them, fo far from 
being partial, or unjuſt,” in regard to other 
nations, was more properly, in this one re- 
ſpect, favour to thoſe nations, than to them- 
ſelves: if mercy embraced them on every fide, 
or if judgments were inflicted on them, twas 
ſtill for the fake, and good, of the common 
creation: the whole world, in the fulneſs of 
time, that world, as has been ſaid, that could 
in no wife be involved in their particular 
 Glamiticy 
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calamities and diſtreſſes, were yet certain to 


enjoy the advantage, accruing from them, 
the advantage of being brought quietly and 
ſafely, as ſoon as it could be, to the know- 
ledge of the true Gop, and of the way to 
eternal life. 

| The truth therefore is, this one people were 


no other than inſtruments in the hands of 
Gop, for procuring finally the happineſs of 


all the reſt: all the families of the earth 
were to be called through them, and it did 
not affect mankind in general, whether by 
walking duly in Gop's ordinances, they 
were crown'd with the moſt fignal bleflings, 
or whether by departing from them, as it 
happened, they drew on themſelves as ſignal 


curſes : in either caſe, the Gentile eſtates 


were ſafe, and alike afſurd of God's de- 
termin'd favour towards them; in either 
caſe likewiſe, the Fews were to be the 
means for bringing this about, if diſtin- 
guiſhed with rewards, or if devoted to 
wrath. 

In the mean time, it was hs moſt ar- 
dent defire of their heavenly Pather, that 
they ſhould deſerve the one, and avoid the 
my ; and to the end they might do 


lo, 
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ſo, no methods were left untried, no mo- 
tives unoffered : forgiveneſs, long-ſuffering, 
and perſuaſion were all exerciſed in this gra- 
cious view, alternate mercies alſo and ri- 
gours, the ſevereſt threatnings, and the moſt 
tender endearments. But, in all events, what. 
ever they ſuffer d for it, how keen and fore 
ſoever their afflictions might be, twas abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, that the knowledge and 
worſhip of the one God, Maker of heaven 
and earth, ſhould be preſerv'd among them: 
the ſucceſs of all, the ſum and completion of 
things, depended on this ; it was to be ef- 
feed at all expence, and through all diffi- 
culties: and this alone was the true reaſon, 
this and no other, as I hope, will fully ap- 
pear, that the ſecond commandment was 
conceived and expreſſed in the terms, in 
which we read it, 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. VIII. 


HOU. ſhalt not make unto thee any 
- graven image — thou ſhalt not bow 
down thyſelf to them, nor ſerve them: for J. 
the LoRD thy Gop, am a jealous Gop, vi- 
fiting the iniquities of the fathers upon the 
children, unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion of them, that hate me, and ſhewing mer- 
cy unto thouſands of them that love me — 
There is, perhaps, nothing, in all the facred 
writings, that has, with ſo much reaſon, 
perplex'd and diſturb'd the thoughts of learn'd 
and good men, as the commandment here 
recited ; nothing, which the aſſertors of re- 
ligion could more hardly defend, or the op- 
poſers of it more ſpeciouſly object; and it 
muſt be own'd, if other exceptions, that 
have been made to revelation, had as fair 
aà colour, it would be no wonder, if the horn 
of infidelity was exalted. — This matter then 
deſerves a very ſerious conſideration. 
To 


} 
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To puniſh the innocent for the faults of 
the guilty, and to reward the guilty for the 
good deeds of the innocent; to love men 
for merits, and hate them for demerits, not 
theirs; to ſhew them favour for virtues 
they did not practiſe, and afflit them for 
crimes, they did not commit : this is what 
at firſt fight, flies in the face of reaſon; it 
thwarts, and confounds, all our ideas of juſtice 
and goodneſs, and 1s contrary to our cleareſt 
conceptions of the nature, and attributes, of 
Gop : we ſhould call any man moſt unjuſt. 
and cruel, that acted on theſe principles: 
and ſhall we affirm of an all-wiſe and good 
Gov, that he does fo ? Far be it from us 
to aſſert this: Gop can no more depart from 
the rectitude, or moral neceſſity of his na- 
ture, than he can ceaſe to be; can no more 
do what is unequitable, than the doing of 
it would make it equitable : the word, God, 
is only a name for infinite wiſdom, and 
goodneſs ; and to ſay, that infinite wiſdom, 
and goodneſs, is governed by principles, not 
wiſe, nor good, is infinite contradiction: ſo 
that, tho the goodneſs of a maxim, or ac- 
tion, will not prove alone, that it comes from 
Go p, yet its badneſs will always prove, that 

1 1 
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it does not come from him, and tho' a prin- 
ciple, or action, is not made juſt, becauſe 
it is from him, yet its being unjuſt abſo- 
lutely ſhews it is not from him. | 
It is then undeniably certain, that the 
ſecond commandment is not to be underſtood, 
as it commonly has been, in a general and 
indefinite ſenſe, and as the uniform law and 
meaſure by which Gop acts: under this 
interpretation, we cannot poſſibly make it 
conſiſt with his juſtice and goodneſs : it is 
therefore to be underſtood in a limited ſenſe, 
and as confin'd to one particular caſe, that 
is, as regarding alone the fin of idolatry, 
and this only with reſpect to the Fes, 
and not as a rule, which Gop invariably, and 
univerſally, preſcribes himſelf : and that it 
was originally intended to be underſtood fo, 
is plain from hence, that theſe words, fbr 7 
the Lord thy God am a jealous God, wifit= 
ing the iniquities, &c. are annexed to this 
commandment only, and not to any of the 
reſt: it is not ſaid, Thou ſhalt not kill, for 
T the Lord thy God — It is not faid, Thoy 
ſhalt not ſteal, thou ſhalt not commit adul- 
tery, for I the Lord thy God — No; this 
threatning is limited to this one circum- 
G ſtance, 
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ſtance, and can be extended to no other: the 
reaſon given, that the Lord is a jealous God, 
ſpecifically applies it to the ſingle crime of 
idolatry, and would be no reaſon at all in 


reſpect of any other crime: Thou ſhalt not 


worſhip graven images, for I am a GOD 
Jealous of + my glory, who will not ſuffer it 
to be given to another, and in this caſe T 


20 viſit the fins of the fathers on the chil- 


dren. 

Nor does it appear, that Gop did ever 
make this viſitation in other caſes; the con- 
trary is evident in many inſtances; thus, 
after having declared, as we find Deuteronomy 
the iſt, that not one of that evil generation, 
that is, of the wicked and rebellious 17ae- 
lites then living, ſhould go over to Canaan, 
except Caleb and Foſhua, tis added, more- 


over, your little ones, which, ye ſaid, ſhould 


be a prey, and your children, which in that 
day had no knowledge between good and evil, 
they ſhall go in thither ; and unto them will 
T give it, and they ſhall poſſeſs it. The 
threatning then in this commandment, tis 


plain, was far from being a conſtant law 
and meaſure of action to the divine Wifſ- 


dom. a 
Let 


\ * 
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Let it be fo, it will be ſaid, this does not 
mend the matter: it is alike unjuſt to puniſn 
the innocent on account of the guilty, whe- 
ther it be for the fin of idolatry, or any 
other ; whether for one or more fins, the 
injuſtice is ſtill the fame : that which is un- 
juſt or unreaſonable in general, is ſo in par- 
ticular. But this aſſertion is not true: cir- 
cumſtances give things another nature, and 
eſſence: particular times and occaſions, ex- 
pediency or neceſſity, alter the reaſon of ac- 
tion, and the ſtandard of right and wrong: 
it is unreaſonable to take another man's fword 
or weapon from him, but not, if T am 


ſure he intends to kill himſelf with it; it is 


unreaſonable to aſſault or hurt other mew! 
but not when we do it in our on et 


or that of our country: thus the ſame ac- 


tion, which would be ordinarily unjuſt, may 
not be ſo in every circumſtance and ſitua- 
tion, and moſt of all, if public good re- 
quires it, and cannot be otherwiſe ſecured. 
Of this nature is the caſe before us: Gop 
ſaw the abſolute neceſſity there was of pre- 
ſerving his true worſhip and belief among 
one people: he faw alſo, how difficult 
it would be to pat this point out of. 
| | oO 2-- danger, 
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danger, and that all, that could be done to- 


Wards it, would be but barely enough: to 
the ſeveral methods, therefore, already men- 
_ tioned, which his wiſdom made uſe. of to 


keep the Jews from falling into idolatry, he 


added this ſeemingly ſevere declaration, that 
if they did do fo, they ſhould not only be 
puniſhed for it in their own perſons, but in 
the perſons of their deſcendants for four * 


nerations. 
And this was one of the moſt forcible and 


powerful motives to engage them to their 


Maker, that could have been propounded : 
for, of all the inſtincts and affections, born 


with us, none is ſo ſtrong, as that of love 
to onr offspring; which love grows ſtill 


ſtronger, the lower it deſcends: men will 
ſometimes fear for their poſterity, who will 
not fear for themſelves; they will avoid 
crimes for their ſakes, which they would not 
avoid for their own, as they will likewiſe 

exert acts of valour, and meet dangers, on 


this account, which they would not do; if 


their perſonal proper good were only in- 
tereſted : the bowels, that are hardned 


for themſelves, will often yearn for their 


babes; and, in truth, it muſt be an uncom- 


mon 
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mon damp and draw-back on the ſpirit ofa. 
wicked man, meditating guilt, when he ſees, 
and is conſcious, that that guilt will entail 
miſery on his' children's children. 5 

Let it be obſerv'd likewiſe here, that the 
denunciation, now ſpoken of, is not given 
at large, and indefinitely; not extended to 
the whole poſterity of the guilty, but limi- 
ted to the third and fourth generation: 
there it ſtops: and the reaſon is, that this 
inſtin& of love for our offspring keeps its 
warmth and vigour till about that time; af- 
ter which it dies away, and quite ceaſes to 
operate; as in the animal world alſo, the ſaid 
inſtinct has its term preſcrib'd it to work in, 
and never goes beyond it. Suppoſe, it were 
certain, that England, a thouſand years 
hence, ſhould be conquered, and all the inha- 
bitants cut off; who would give himſelf any 
concern about this? Or, if any one did, what 
languour, how little pathos, would that con- 
cern have? Men would conſider it, juſt as 
they do the day of judgment : but if this, 
fate were to befal them in their children's 
or grandchildren's days, faintings and trem- - 
blings, would be in every heart; their /ozls 
would conſume within them for ſorrow. 

G 3 Thus 
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Thus wiſely and perfectly does Gop always 
adapt the means of things to their end; it 
being needful to denounce a judgment, that 
was to act upon a natural paſſion, or inſtinct, 
the judgment is made to be in force, as long 


as the paſſion it related to ſubſiſted, and to 


expire with it. A longer continuance would 
have been of no uſe, and to no purpoſe. 
The threatn ing, therefore, to puniſh the 
Fews thus far in their poſterity, if they 
forſook Gop, was one of the moſt likely 


ways to keep them faithful to him: it was 


an argument to human nature; an applica- 
tion, that touches it to the quick, and as 
ſuch, could not ſure be omitted, by hea- 
venly wiſdom, in a concernment, on which 
ſo much depended: all other methods for 
weaning, and keeping this people from ido- 
latry, ſcarce, but ſcarce, and in a long time, 


had their effect, tho? ſtrengthned by this, 


and fo very probably would have 5 wich- 
out it. | 

Here, then, ſeems to * FOR a reaſon, 
by no means to be diſpenſed with, for Gop, 
in one particular inſtance, to take, or to 
threaten to take, meaſures, which would not, 
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in general, conſiſt with juſtice, according to, 
our beſt ideas of it. 
We even find, that human law-givers, 
and human laws, do. the ſame thing, tho 
not through the ſame or an equal neceſlity ; 
as in caſes of high treaſon, and ſome others, 
where the penalties, adjudg'd to the traytor, 
deyolve to. his innocent poſterity ; ; and this, 
not only to.the third and fourth, but to all 
generations ; and the reaſon is, that it is 
judged, the peace of ſociety, and fafety of 
government, could not ſtand without ſuch 
ſeverity : nor was this ever. thought unjuſt 
by any one: and if this way of acting is 
not unjuſt, when exerciſed for the fake of 
one community; much leſs could it be fo, 
when exerciſed for the fake of the whole 
world: if it is not unjuſt in man, where 
the reaſons of it are confin'd ; much leſs was 
it in Gop, where the reaſons were fo. 
much larger * more extenſive, and in con- 
ſequence the neceſſity ſo much ſtronger. 
But further, there is a great and wide 
difference between this proceeding in man, 
and in Gop: when man involves the guilt- 
lk in the fate of the guilty, he can make 
den no amends for it hereafter; thoſe for- 
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tunes and privileges, the loſs of which they 
lament, while living, cannot be reſtored to 
them after their death : it is otherwiſe with 
Gop : he, who has the care of our being 


through all eternity, can recompenſe the in- 


nocent, in what manner, and in what worlds, 
and as bounteouſly, as he pleaſes, for any 
temporary hardſhips, which the reaſons of 


his government may have obliged him to 
lay upon them. | 


Moreover, the rigour of this ſentence, of 
viſiting the fins of the fathers on the chil- 
dren, will appear till leſs, if it be conſider'd, 
that the viſitation, denounced, was national: 
let national calamities be ever ſo ſevere, and 
however every one mult ſhare more or leſs in 
them, yet virtuous and innocent men, while 
they are afflicted, as members of the whole, 
may be regarded and protected, as indivi- 
duals : Gop ſtill has it in his power to do 
them good in their ſeparate capacities, and 
the bleſſings of life, and health, and con- 


tentment, are ſtill open, and in his hands: 


amidſt the greateſt public diſtreſſes, he may 
diſpenſe theſe private favours. 

Laſtly, let it not be forgot, that as this 
ſentence was not of a general purport, but 
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particular to one crime ; ſo neither was it to 
be permanent, or to laſt any longer than 
the neceſſity laſted, which occaſioned it. Ac- 
cordingly, . the danger the Feus were 
in, of lapſing into idolatry, was become leſs, 
and when there was no further likelihood 
of the knowledge and worſhip of Gop -be- 
ing wholly loſt among/them, we then find, 
it pleas'd Gop to abrogate and repeal this 
decree of the ſecond commandment, and to 
declare by his prophets, with reſpect ts the 
fin of idolatry, that the ſor ſhould no lon- 
ger bear the iniquities of the father, but 
that every man ſhould be rewarded for his 
own virtue, and 1 for his own tranſ- 
greſſion. 

Let us now take a ſhort view of the 
whole decalogue : for this will yet more evi- 
dently ſhew, with what preciſion and accu- 
racy this threatning, of vi ting the fins of 
the fathers on the children, is confin'd to the 
caſe alone of idolatry. | 

The five loft of the ee 
Thou ſhalt not kill, &c. have no particular 
condition, no promiſe or threatning, at- 
tach*d to them: being altogether of a moral 
nature, they did not need any: perjury, rob- 


bery, 
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bery, murder, and the like, are ell evident 
crimes, which fly in the face, and ſtare in 


the conſcience of all, who commit them; 
men, in their rudeſt eſtate, could not but 
ſee the heinouſneſs of them: the prohibi- 
tion of thee, conſequently, wanted no diſ- 
tinct es to. enforce it. — Gop's 


bare injunction, here, was enough. 


The fit commandment, Thou ſbalt have 
no other God before me, is of a different 
ſort, and may be faid to be a poftive law 
thus far, as it does not expreſly and imme- 
diately imply, that there is but one Gop, 
but only, that the Lonp was the Goo, 
whom they ought to ferve : to give this 
commandment weight, and urge it home, 
a motive was added to it, moſt fit at that 


time to influence them. I am the Lord 


thy God, which have brought thee out of the 


land of Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage : 
therefore, thou ſhalf have no auler God be- 


fore me. 


The third, Thou ſhalt not take the name of 
the Lord by God in vain, has no relation, 
I think, any more to ordinary, than judi- 


cial ſwearing : only, it having pleaſed Gap 


to veel to this people his great adorable | 


name, 
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that name, raſhly, and in common, left by 
familiarizing themſelves to it, they might 
| laſe of the reſpe& and veneration, dus to 
him: this too is, partly, a fofitive laws 
what, no doubt, a Creator might reaſonably 
require of his creature; in regard alſo af the 
ſupreme majeſty of heaven, in ſome ſenſe, a 
moral duty; yet the reaſonablenes, and mo- 
rality of it, being ſuch, as would nat in» 
ſtantly, and of it ſelf, appear to them, Gan: 
thought fit to preſs obedience to it, by — 
claring, he would not bold htm gualtleſs, that 
ſhould take his name in vain. This cam» 
mandment likewiſe had a view remotely, 
tho' not fo direct as the ſecond, ta guard 
them from idolatry ; in as much as natbing 
could more tend to give them high and aw- 
ful ſentiments of Gop, than the 

his name  facred and inviolable, that it 
ſhould not be even lawful to pronounce tt. 

As to the fifth, Honour thy fathes and thy 
mother, it is certain, that obedience to our 
parents, and the ſhewing them all manner 
of reſpe&t and kindneſs, is a duty no. leis 
plain, than amiable : however, as the prac- 
tice of it, when it is practis d, does. not ſa 
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much refult from affection of nature, as 
from reaſon, intereſt, ſhame, and other cauſes ; 
fince too the wickedneſs, and immorality 
of the contrary, is not ſo ſhocking at firſt 
fight, as ſome other wickedneſſes, or is fuch 
at leaft, as may more eaſily be diſſembled or 
excuſed; and as Gop knew, how apt men 
would be, tho' plauſibly honeſt in other 
things, to offend againſt, and evade this du- 
ty, his wiſdom faw good eminently to en- 
courage the obſervance of it, by promiſing - 
to reward ſuch obſervance with the moſt 
defired of all bleſſings - That thy days may 
be lang in the land. — | 
The fourth Commandment, Remember 
the Sabbath-day to keep it holy, being a po- 
fitive ordinance, has alſo its particular reafon 
aſſigned for it. For in fix days the Lord 
made heaven and earth — and reſted the 
feventh day, wherefore the Lord bleſſed the 
ſeventh day, and ſanct ed it. The example 
of Gop himſelf, is, here, urged to recom- 
mend, and to endear his law; a law ſo gra- 
cious, that, in virtue of it, we not only enjoy 
a reſpite from toil, and care, once in ſeven 
days, but mingle with that enjoyment, gra- 
titude to our Maker, while we act in ho- 
l nour 
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Nour and imitation of him. This, ſurely, 
was the wiſeſt, and moſt indulgent, inſtitu- 
tion, that could be contrived for man, and 
has all the marks of love and goodneſs on 
it, that can flow from Gop. | 

Thus theſe feveral commandments, whe- 
ther abſolutely poſitive, or otherwiſe, have, 
each of them, their reſpective conditions, or 
motives, to enforce them, as the nature and 
reaſon of the thing required, and agreeable 
to the neceflity there was for it, 

In view to the ſecond, this neceſſity was 


greater, and it. was more important to pro- 
vide for the obſervance of it, than of any 


other ; accordingly, the motive to it was 
| ſtronger, than to any other: here, the chief 
danger lay ; here, the guard ought chiefly 
to be: idolatry was the fin, which human 
nature, at that time, was moſt prone to, 
and which it moſt behov'd Gop to ſecure 
his people againſt ; wherefore, in this caſe, 
he calls up all their fears, awakes all their 
Paſſions, declares, he is a Gop, jealous of his 
glory, and that, if they robb'd him of it, by 
worſhipping idols, and falſe gods, he would 
viſit that their iniquity from father 70 
fon. 


Now, 
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Now, the motive or reaſon, annexed to 
one command, can no more be extended 
and applied to all, than the motives or rea- 
fons annexed reſpectively to all, can be alike 
applied to one : the reaſon, for inſtituting 
the Sabbath, can poſſibly affect nothing, 
but the Sabbath, and Gop's puniſhing men, 
through a jealouſy of his glory, can relate 


to nothing, but crimes that deprive him of 


his glory : to ſteal, to kill, to forfwear one's 


ſelf, does not, ſtrictly, invade God's rights, 


or take his honour from him: this only is 
to be done by the adoration ad images, or 
any created beings. 

What has been ſaid, is ſufficient to ſhew, 
that the threatning of the ec ner 
ment concerned only the crime, forbid by 
that commandment : for the reſt, the gene- 


ral tenor of Gop's faden with the 


Jewiſh nation, does, I think, put this quite 
out of doubt; there being no inſtance, as 


I remember, of any great and durable judg- 


ment befalling them, or of any public ca- 
lamity, that laſted through generations, but 


what was brought on them, purely on a- 
count of their ä 
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CHAP. IX. 


E have now conſidered and vindi- 
cated the juſtice and goodneſs of 

Gop in that particular, wherein they ſeem 
moſt liable to be impeached : the ſtreſs of 
his care, and wiſdom, lay to guard the 
Fews from idolatry, and in that ſenſe and 
view. only, 'tis now Plain, is to be under- 
ſtood the denunciation in the command- 


ment we have been ſpeaking of. 


In the ſame view, it pleaſed Gop to con- 
tinue his wonders long after among this 
people: hence, the miracle of the Red- ſea, 
repeated at Fordan the walls of Fericho 
thrown down ! the courſes of the planets 
alter'd! In this intent, likewiſe, he order'd 
them to cut off the ſeven nations, inhabi- 


tants of the promis'd land; a conduct, which, 


however dreadful it may at firſt ſeem, or in 
what moving colours ſoever one might paint 
ies "lh, 
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it, yet had it not been held, that is, had the 
Jews mingled with thoſe nations, it was 
more than probable, that they muſt have 

gone after their ways, and ſerved their gods, 
whether one conſiders the inſtable ſtate of 
men's underſtandings then, or the ſnares and 
bewitching perſuaſions of women, or the 
power and prevalency of cuſtom and ex- 
ample. But tho' the Fews would not pro- 
bably have been kept from idolatry, if the 
Canaanites had not been deſtroyed, and they 
had been planted promiſcuouſly among 
them ; yet this, I truſt, would not alone 
have been a reaſon with a good Gop for ex- 
terminating ſo many nations, if it had not 
coincided with a much better and ſtronger 
reaſon ; if thoſe nations had not, in all 
things, acted in violation of the light of na- 

ture and conſcience; it they had notenflam'd 
the ſin of idolatry, by adding to it barbarous 
and impious rites, dreadful to mention; if 
they had not diveſted themſelves wholly of 
Humanity, giving their children to the flames, 
and committing all thoſe brutiſh, inceſtuous, 


and unnatural crimes, for which the land is 


faid to have vomited them forth ; 6 in a 
word, the meaſure of their iniquity had not 
> | been 
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been full, till which time it pleas'd Gop to de- 
fer bringing the 1/aelires into their country. 
Not only the conſideration, therefore, firſt 
mention'd, but juſtice might ſeem to re- 
quire their extirpation ; and not only juſtice, 
in regard to them, but mercy, in regard to. 
ſtates and kingdoms around them, liable to 
be corrupted by their ways, and to be led 
after their example. 
It was right then, in every view 5 re- 
ſpe&, that theſe nations ſhould be cut off: 
and as to the Maelites being made the in- 
ſtruments of it, this could have no tendency, 
that I ſee, but to give them the greater hor- 
ror of thoſe crimes, which were thus chaſtis d, 
and aveng'd by their arm: they knew, they 
had the command of Gop, for what they 
did ; they knew, that theſe people had been 
arraign'd and condemn'd, at a tribunal, which 
cannot err, nor paſs an unjuſt verdict ; and, 
as it was not unjuſt in Gop to command their 
deſtruction ; neither was it cruel in his ſer- 
vants to execute that command, any more 
than .it would be to root out out-laws, and 
robbers, by legal authority. | 
So far, in reality, was Gop from enjoin- 
ing any thing to his people, which might 
inſpire them with furious and ſanguinary ha- 
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bits and deſires, that their whole inſtitution 
breath'd a quite different ſpirit : the genius 
of their laws was good-natur'd throughout ; 
of which ſtamp more particularly, were 
thoſe, relating to hir'd ſervants, to bondmen, 


to ſtrangers, to tributary cities and people, 


to the poor, to their cattle: in all theſe 
inſtances, is ſeen an abundant goodneſs and 
humanity, which, in ſome others, is carried 
to a yet delicater, and more refin'd pitch : 


they were not allow'd even to take the dam 


with the young bird, or to ſeeth the kid in 
its mother's milk. 

Thus was their polity, in many parts of 
it, calculated, purely, to excite in them kind, 
and benevolent, deſires and affections. 

That great fraditionary law alſo, deriv'd 


down from Noah, -of abſtaining from blood, 


was, in part, revivd and enforc'd for the 


ſame good end, that is, in order to milden 


their ſpirits, and to make them humane, 
and tender of life: naturally, men recoil, 
and are ſhock'd at the mere ſight of blood, 
which tenderneſs, of courſe, would abate and 
wear off, if they were accuſtomed to eat it ; 
the eating that in animals, which is our own 
proper /fe, and the eſſence of it, looks like 
eating our ſelves ; there is a particular ſort 
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of barbarity in it, and therefore it muſt tend 
to promote barbarous diſpoſitions ; as it has 
been known, in fact, to do among ſome fa- 
vage nations, who, have praCtis'd it: we find 
too, that all fierce, and noxious, animals 
low on blood, while the harmleſs and inno- 
cent refrain wholly from it: ſo that there 
is, in truth, a connection, in nature, between 
not eating, and not ſhedding blood; between 
not eating the blood of animals, becauſe tis 
their Jie, and not ſhedding the blood of 
man, which is his /fe. | 
And accordingly, theſe two command- 
ments, in the law given to Noah, are, as it 
were, grafted into, and made a part of each 
other. But fleſh, with the life thereof, which 
is the blood thereof, ſhall you not eat, and 
ſurely, your blood of your lives will J re- 
quire, &c, viz. Ye are not to cat that, 
which is the /ife in animals, that thereby 
ye may have the greater veneration for life 
it ſelf, and for the /ife of man, which I 
have guarranteed, and made inviolate. | 
So careful was Gop, in forming his in- 
fant people, to tincture their minds early 
with mercy and gentleneſs, and to give them 
an averſion to every thing, that had an ap- 
pearance of cruelty. | 
H 2 C H 
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CHAP. X. 


AVING, firſt, ſet forth and explain- 
ed the neceſſity there was of prevent- 
ing univerſal idolatry, and that this could 
not ſo well be done, as by ſeparating a par- 
ticular people from the reſt of mankind, 
which was the ſecond branch in ghe Provi- 
dential ſſtem; we then proceeded to con- 
fider and vindicate the ſeveral ſteps, it pleaſed 
Gop to take, ( from the calling of Abraham 
to the going out of Egypr,) for thus bring- 
ing one people to himſelf, and keeping them 
from being idolatrous, like the other na- 
tions. mL 
We have now alſo review'd all the ſub- 
en meaſures and precautions, it pleas d 
him to uſe to the ſame end, and have ſhewn, 
in like manner, the perfect wiſdom, good- 
neſs, and neceſſity of his various conduct 
herein, fo wy time of the extirpation of the 


Canaanites, 8 
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Canaanites, and the fetth ng of Vrael in that 
country, 

Let us, therefore, briefly, examine what 
remains: theſe” methods, and this conduct, 
had a due and proper effect, however not 
ſuch, as render'd further interpoſitions of the 
divine power needleſs; the danger of 1do- 

| latry was not yet over, nor were the Fews 
yet brought to that thorough and unalter'd 
faith and dependency on Gop, which was 
requiſite to keep the knowledge of him from 
being loſt: no ſooner was the promiſe to 
Abraham fulfilled, than they ſtart aſide ; 
poſſeſs'd of the land of milk and honey, they 
forget him, that brought them toit: in a 
word, they ceaſe not to proto GOD to 
jealouſy, adminiſtring, continually, freſh oc- 
caſions to his wrath, while they thence 
become fi.ſh objects of his love and pity : 
they rebel, and are puniſhed ; repent, and 
are forgiven 3 again rebelling, are again af. 
flicted ; again repenting, are reſtor d anew 
to favour; their city and temple are laid in 
_ ruins; the ſame city and temple are rebuilt ; 
the voice of gladneſs and triumph now, and 
now complaining and lamentation, are heard 
in their ſtreets ; one age ſees them in capti- 
H 3 vity; 
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vity; in another, they worſhip on the Holy 


Hill : and this was the train and proceſs of 
heaven's dealings with them for divers gene- 
rations, and till, at length, time and afflic- 
tion, their own and their father's ſad ex- 
perience, ' repeated calamities, repeated de- 
liverances, had wrought them to ſuch a ſenſe 
of their paſt folly and perverſeneſs, and fo 
throughly convinced them of Gop's ſupreme 
power, as well as of his truth and faithful- 
neſs, that they were now in no future like- 
lihood of departing from him, and of going 
after other gods. 

But here another evil enſued : tho' they 
remained faithful to Gop, they yet per- 
verted his wiſe and holy intentions in 
his law, being moſt diligent and punctual 
in, and laying all ſtreſs on the ſhowy and 
leſs momentous parts of it, while they ne- 
glected the weighty and ſubſtantial : in vain 
were the admonitions of David, and the 
prophets, And this, I fear, will be more 
or leſs the misfortune of mankind, as long 
as the world laſts ; for by what genius and 
bent in nature, I know not, or by what 
caſt in its original mold, yet fo it is, that 
men are e glad, if they can, to ſub- 

| ſtitute 
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ſtitute ſomething for virtue, which is not 
virtue, to call that religion, which is not of 
its kindred, and to fink the regards to real 
goodneſs, in the purſuit of its ſhadows and 
mimics : excuſe them the exerciſe of humble, 
meek, and beneficent duties, diſturb them 
nobin the gratification of their pride and ava- 
rice, and they will be as full of zeal, as you 
defire, about forms, or about PR or uſe- 
leſs queſtions and opinions, whatever coſts 
them nothing, and does not jar with their 
worldly and hypocritical views and diſpoſi- 
tions. 

This was too much the temper of the 
Jews, after they were wean'd from idola- 
try: but this evil, in itſelf to be lamented, 
did not yet interfere with the main ſyſtem 
of Providence, or lead to the defeating of 
it; it was enough, in reſpect of that, that 
they continued ſtedfaſt in the worſhip of the 
true Gop, without danger of warping from 
it: and in ſuch a ſpirit they were, and this 
was the aſpect of things among them, for 
ſome ages before Chriſtianity, every year and 
day giving them juſter notions of Gop and 
his attributes, and ſtrengthning them in * 
devotion and adherence to him. 

H 4 1 
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In the mean time, the Pagan nations had 
made great openings in wiſdom and virtue: 
thoſe arts, that began in Greece, were tra- 
velled into other lands: learning had got 
footing among the illiterate, and humanity 
and ſocial affections among the barbarous; 
and many good and uſeful books were writ- 
ten in Ethics, and for the conduct of life: 
the light of nature was carried high, or ra- 
ther the darkneſs of it was much enlight- 
en'd : ſuch was, at length, the ſtate of the 
Gentiles, Gon having ſtill been pleas'd, from 
time to time, to ſend among them perſons, 
uncommonly endowed, for their inſtruction, 
and to fit them for the day, when he ſhould 
more explicitely reveal himſelf and his ſa- 
cred will to them. In a word, what with 
time, and the tranſmigrating of knowledge 
from region to region, and the labours of 
Poets and Philoſophers, men, at or about 
the Claſſic era, were come, in general, to 
have tolerably juſt ideas of virtue and mo- 
ral truth, and fo were in a condition to ap- 
prehend and embrace the higher and more 
important truths of Gop, and his PE 

and a future ſtate. | 


.Beſides 
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Beſides this, the world, after divers chan- 
ges and revolutions, was, through Gon's all- 
ruling wiſdom, thrown into that form and 
complection, that ſuited with the great alte- 
ration deſign' d: the thouſand petty ſtates 
and tyrannies, whoſe paſſions, and whoſe 
bigotry, might have run counter to the 
ſchemes of Providence, were all ſwallow'd 
up in one great Power, to whom all appeals 
lay; and hence no material bar, or obſtruc- 
tion, to the intended ſettlement of things, 
could ariſe but from that one quarter: many 
parts alſo of Europe, deſtin'd hereafter to be 
the chief ſeat, or emporium of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and that had, till near this age, lain in 
utter ſavageneſs, were, in ſome meaſure, ci- 
viliz'd ; the arts and virtues of their conque- 
rors were known to them, and they were 
growing to a capacity of receiving, at the 
ſtated time, the knowledge, ordain'd for them 
from the beginning: ſo that all things, and 
circumſtances, conſpir d now with the views 
of heaven, and made this the fit juncture for 


| God to reveal himſelf to the Gentiles, and to 


put an end to Idolatry through the earth. 

At the ſame time, the eus had had a juſt 
and ſufficient period allow'd them, not only 
: to 
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to take firm rooting in God's faith and 
worſhip, but to prepare themſelves alſo for 
the hour of /alvation, and to know, when 
he ſhould arrive, the ſacred meſſenger, that 
was promis'd them, by the deſcriptions given 
of him, and the various warnings they had 
to expect him. 

Now comes the grand cataſtrophe of the 
ſtate of our world: the Few!ſh ceremonial 
law having been inſtituted merely, as a means 


to keep them from falling into idolatry, all 


danger and apprehenſion whereof was now 


over, it was right and fitting, on all ac- 
counts, to ſet it aſide; and, as the Pagans, 
on the other hand, were about the fame time 
capable, almoſt univerſally, of knowing Gop, 
it was alike fitting to communicate that 
knowledge to them, that is, to ſuch a part 
of them, and by ſuch degrees, as ſhould ſeem 


meet to divine wiſdom ; and his, as I have 
faid, was the ſituation, the moſt auſpicious 


for it, both from the extent of the Roman 
Empire, and that profound peace and tran- 
quillity, that then reign'd through the earth: 
here, then, was the fullneſ of time! the ſea- 
ſon for Gop to fulfil his love to his crea- 
tion: in other words, this was the preciſely 
"Ms. 
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fit, and alone proper juncture for Meſſiah 


to come, when the Gentiles were in a con- 
dition to receive, by the Jews, the know 
ledge of Gop, and when the Jews were no 
longer liable to be corrupted to the idolatry 
of the Gentiles, when the ritual law was 
no further neceſſary, and when men's minds 


were ripe for a purer and better diſpenſation, 
and the circumſtances of the world were 


ſuch, as to fayour the ſucceſs and progreſs 
of it. 

In this very time Maſiah came; nor could 
he have come ſo opportunely at any other : 
It would have been utterly inexpedient for 
him to have come ſooner, for the reaſons 
already laid down ; and, if he had come later, 
thouſands, who might have heard that in- 
eſtimable riding, would have died without 
the conſolation of it: in the former ſup- 
poſition, his coming would have been in- 
effectual; in the latter, it had been equally 
well for all ages, and periods to come, but 
not ſo for ſome, that would have been paſt : 
I do not mention here the accompliſhment 
of the prophecies, that pointed to the time 
of Meſiab's appearing, and which cauſed 

_ {o 


The Scheme and Condut? 
ſo general an expectation of him at that 


108 


tly 


the fitteſt and beſt #/me, for that reaſon they 


were calculated for it. 


ing eminen 


becauſe, if any other had been more 


proper, they might as well have been ac- 


time; 
commodated to it; but this be 
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T is now manifeſt, that Gop did not 
act arbitrarily in his revelations, any 
more than he was partial and unjuſt in them: 


dãs to partiality and injuſtice, theſe, we have 


prov'd, cannot be imputed to his conduct, 
without groſly departing from the true pur- 
port and intent of it; particular diſtinc- 
tions were never diſpens'd by Gop, but for 
general good; and if he ſhewed love and 
favour to this man, or this nation, it was 
{till for the ſake of all men, and all nations: 
he always was, and neceſſarily is, the guar- 
dian and benefactor, alike, of his whole cre- 
ation : having created all for happineſs, he 
muſt be equally ſollicitous to procure it for 
ell ; and ſhould a religion, claiming to come 
from heaven, imply the contrary, it could 
not, I think, be receiv'd as ſuch, by any 
reaſonable man. 1 
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If I am ask'd, why it did not pleaſe Gov, 
to deal with all nations, as he did with the 
Feu, it has been ſhewn already, that in 
ſome reſpects it would not have been for 
their. good to be fo dealt with: then fay, 
all nations being treated like them, and Me/- 
ab promis'd as particularly to all, that ſome, 
or more, of them had, like the Fews, re- 
jected him, and been parties to the uſage, 
he met with; would his have been a deſirable 
i ue? Is it to be wiſh'd, that any one na- 
tion ſhould be in the circumſtances and con- 
dition, which they (the Fews) have been in 
ſince Chriſt, and in which, for ought we 

can ſee, they are like to continue? Laſtly, 
ſuppoſing the world to laſt many thouſand 


years longer, let me ask, what force will then 


remain to this queſtion, why it pleas d Gop 
for a punctum, or moment of time, (for 


ſuch it may be comparatively to the whole) 


to treat one nation differently from others, 
eſpecially ſince they were thus treated, not 
merely for their own fakes, nor out of par- 
tial favour to them, but -in order to. bring 
about the welfare of all the reſt, which pro- 
bably could not ſo well have been done by 
any other method, 
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Now, as Gop was not unjuft and par- 
tial in his revelations, ſo neither did he act 
arbitrarily in them, or give them at one 
time, rather than at another, by virtue mere- 
ly of his ſoveraign will and pleaſure: as often 
as he reveal'd himſelf, he did ſo, ſtrictly and 
abſolutely, for reaſons of wiſdom and good- 
neſs, and at ſuch times only, when it could 
be done with due effect for men's welfare, 
and by ſuch means only, as were beſt ſuit- 
ed to procure that effect: the revelation to 
the Jeus, was begun to be given, when the 

world begun to be enough re- peopled; that 
to the Gentiles, when the Gentiles were in 
a right temper and condition to embrace it : 
the former could not have been diſpenſed 
more early, nor the latter more ſeaſonably : 
Aſſoon as the old diſpenſation could be ſuper- 
ſeded with fafety, the new one took place, 
that new one, for whoſe fake alone the old 
was made, and which it was to prepare and 
make way for: the one could be fafely re- 
peal'd, and the other became practicable at 
one and the fame time: nor this was con- 
tinued, nor that deferr'd, any longer, than 
it was right and fitting, they ſhould be: the 
ſame time, and 6 which was re- 
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quired to fit the Gentiles for the knowledge 
of Gop, was requir'd to preſerve and fix that 
knowledge effectively among the Jeu, 
through whom it was to be imparted to 
That known and boaſted objection, then, 
inſiſted on by Porphyry, fo often reviv'd 
by others, falls at length to the ground : It 
was right on all accounts, that Mefjab ſhould 
come fo late, that is, that he ſhould come 
at the time he did, and no other: And as 
to whole nations periſbing, and innumerable 
multitudes of men being loſt, through igno- 
rance of GO D's will, before his coming, it 
might as well be faid, that all have been 
loft and periſhed, fince his coming: what 
nations, What multitudes have been thus loft ? 
and who have peri/p'd? Gop, tis certain, 
provided, according to his great goodneſs, 
and as far as it could be done, for the wel- 
fare of men in all ages before Chriſtianity: 
his eye was ſtill upon his creation, to bleſs 
the good, and proſper their labour: he train- 
ed mankind gradually, and by various means, 


to virtue and knowledge, fo to, qualify them, 


at laſt, for the higheſt and beſt knowledge, 


that of _ If, and i in the mean time, he 
pour'd 
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pour'd his love and mercy on them in all 
ſhapes: in reſpect of a future ſtate and 
being, if this be the thing, they, who were 
before Chriſtianity, were in the fame cir- 
cumſtance very near with our ſelves ; tis 
true, they did not know clearly that ſtate, 
and what related to it, as we do; this was 
not, and could not be reveal'd to them, as it 
has been to us; nevertheleſs, there being 
this future exiſtence, and man's ſoul being 
naturally immortal, that exiſtence, and that 
immortality, muſt belong as much to thoſe, 
who lived before Meffiah, as to thoſe, who 
came after him; conſequently, the bleſſings 
; and rewards of fuch a ſtate, are open alike 
to the one, as to the other: Chriſt did not 
1 make life and immortality ; he only brought 
; them to light: he did not conſtitute, but on- 
ly revealed theſe great and glorious truths to 
men; truths, which he was commiſſion'd 
to reveal to them, and which render'd their 
being, here, ſo much more happy and com- 
fortable, than it could have been without 
ſuch lights and diſcoveries. In a word, the 
condition of mankind was better d, and made 
more perfect, ſtep by ſtep, and as the rea- 
ſon and nature of things directed, and if 
5 I they, 
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they, that were before Chriſt, wanted the 
advantages, they were not capable of, and 
that are deriv'd to us, if they had not the 
fame incentives to virtue and piety, nor the 
fame hopes and promiſes to ſupport and ani- 
mate them, if they had lefs of happinefs, 

as of knowlddgs, in this life, than we have, 

all juſt allowances, no doubt, are made them 
for it in the next, and all fuch retributions, 
as are due to their ſtate and ſituation. 

There is, indeed, no nonſenſe in feripture 
it ſelf ; but blockheads and enthuſiaſts, his 
truth cannot be difſembled, have grafted fo 
plentifully of this ſtock upon it, that tis 
not always eaſy to ſeparate what is ſuch, 
from what is not. 

The ſcope and intendment of the whole 
ſcheme of Providence, was to bring human 
nature, by degrees, to all the beauty, hoe 
lines, and perfection, it could, in this fate, 
admit of, and all the parts of this ſcheme, 
as, I hope, I have made appear, were wiſely 
form'd, and purſued, depending regularly on 
each other, and leading to the fame great 
and good end : every meaſure was rightly 
tim d, and * in it ſelf, and adapted 
| to 
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to occaſions; and the reſpective cifrumſtaiites 
and condition, of mankind. _ 

If it could be-prov'd, as has been before 
kinted, that Go had acted arbitrarily, and 
capritiouſly; in his dealings with men, and 
by no rule, but pleafure, this were proving, 
that he acts without wiſdom, or deſign, or 
goodneſs, and were, in effect, to cancel his 
attributes, and diveft him of his nature: 
tis the fame thing to deny Gop's exiſtence, 
as to ſay, he does his, or that, merely be- 
cauſe he wills it: he can do, nor will no- 
thihg, but beeairſe tis wiſe and good; and 
when you ſuppoſe him to do otherwiſe, 
you ſuppoſe him to ceaſe to be what he is, 
that is, to be an 7nfinitely "hb; ahd Han 
wing. 
Tis true, we may not be uo lady | 
and in all, caſes, to trace | the'reafons of the 
divine aan and to demonſtrate the 
wiſdom of it; but when, in its general pro- 
ceſs, and tenor, we find all poſſible marks of 
excellency and perfection, we may feaſonably 
conclude, that every particular is wite allo, 
whether we RY ſee he, 2 of 
it, or hho. 11 
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If you ſuppoſe any particular, or cit- 


cumſtance, as reveal'd from heaven, to be 


defective in wiſdom, or goodneſs, his, in 
truth, is ſuppoſing it not to be reveal'd ; tis 
denying the revelation, becauſe no ſuch de- 
fects can poſſibly be in Gop: all the hi/to- 
rical evidence in the world, and the ſtrong- 
eſt proofs of facts, from feſtimony, will prove 
nothing, if thoſe facts are not worthy of the 
Being, they preſume to come from, and if 
they are not agreeable to his known, im- 
mutable nature and attributes : we find, in 
his viſible material world, the higheſt cha- 
raQeriſtics of wiſdom and goodneſs; much 
more may we expect to find them in his 
moral diſpenſations; if the former are infi- 
nitely expreſſive of the perfections of their 
great Author, the latter, certainly, cannot 
fall ſhort of them in that regard. | 
Secondly, it is no leſs weak and abſurd to 
affirm, that we cannot decide, as not baving 
competent talents for it, concerning the mea- 
ſures, and proceedings, of God: if ſo, we 


cannot be ſure, what are his proceedings, 


nor know, if things really come from him, 
or not. It is indeed finely and juſtly faid 
in ſcripture, that bis paths are unſearchable, 
5 | a and 


of PROVIDENCE. 117 


and the like; that is, we cannot diſcover 
throughly all the ſecrets, ' ard properties, of 
nature, nor inveſtigate ſucceſsfully all cauſes 
in their effects; yet do we clearly appre- 
hend the eternal differences of good and evil, 
and the grounds of moral truth and recti- 
tude; weare fully acquainted with the high 
attributes of the Creator, and can diſtinguiſh 
what is, or is not conſentaneous thereto : it 
is again ſaid, that his thoughts are not, as our 
thoughts, that is, the wiſdom of Gop is as 
much greater than ours, as infinite is more 
than finite; yet have we capacity to adore 
and praiſe that wi/dom, and to judge, whe- 
ther a revelation be worthy of it; if we had 
not, we ſhould not be worthy of a revela- 
tion, nor fit ſubjects for one. 
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periſh'd, or in a ſtate of damnation, by their 
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Y Think it proper to conſider a little fur- 
I ther the aforementioned. objeftion of 
Porphyry : I ſhould be glad, if I could, 3 
to lay the ax to the roof of this evil, which, 3 
I imagine, is built on a ſuppoſition, not on- 3 
ly groundleſs i in it elf, but moſt unworthy 
pf Gop ; the fuppoſition, that all, who hy' q 
before Chriſt, whether Fews or Gentiles, are 


being incapable, on that account, of any be- 
nefit from his merits. 
In reſpect of Chrift's merits, redemption, 
and- ſatisfattion for fin, theſe are, in reality, 
a ſet of phraſes, ar notions, "LDL have 
uſurp'd a meaning, that,” I hope, does not 
belong to digg 0 which, at leaſt, are 
not to be met with, that I know of, 
in the gabel hiſtories, and which our Savi- 
aur himſelf does not any where make 7 
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of, nor allude to: tis true, the Apoſtles, 


ſometimes, make mention of attonement and 
expiation; but theſe expreſſions, when uſed 
by them, are either a typical. way of ſpeak- 


ing and deſcription, and in alluſion to the 


rites of the Moſaic inſtitution, or elſe are 
urged by them in their reaſonings and de- 
bates, with Jeus, as fit arguments to them, 
and refer often to certain dark queſtions and 
opinions, which we cannot, perhaps, come 


to a very exact knowledge of. 


The Apoſtles, no doubt, were perſons high- 
ly favour'd of Gop, and ſo far under the 


guidance of his divine Spirit, as was neceſ- 


ſary to enable them to execute their great 
truſt, which was, to inform mankind of the 
truth of thoſe wondrous facts, the reſur- 
rection and aſcenſion ; in other words, 70 
preach Chriſt, and him crucified : notwith- 
ſtanding, they do not ſeem to inſiſt on all 
they fay, as abſolutely inſpir'd, and on ſome 
occaſions, they actually diſclaim infpiration ; 
their ſeveral diſcourſes, and epiſtles, ought, 
certainly, to he held in the higheſt re- 
ſpect and veneration, and deſerve men's 
moſt ſerious ſtudy and attention, but when 
we are deſirous to know the true intent and 

1 4 view 
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view of Chriſtianity, and the real will and 
declarations of Gop, we ought, ſurely, to 
reſort to the leſſons of Chriſt himſelf: and 
yet the contrary method is almoſt always 
| taken ; men ſtill ſeem to value more the dic- 
tates of his diſciples, than thoſe of our Sa- 
\ oh viour, and for one quotation, or proof, they 
| fetch from theſe, we have a great many from 
i" St. Paul, and the reſt : this is, in appear- 
il! ance, laying greater ſtreſs on thoſe writings, 
oy which are often exceeding obſcure, and intri- 
1 cate, for the reaſons juſt mention'd, than on 
0 the clear diſtinct inſtructions of the Author 
I | of our faith: a great part of Chriſtians even 
4 iff carry this miſtake (for ſuch, I think, I may 
i} | | call it) yet further, preferring, rf, the diſ- 
1 courſes of the Apoſtles to thoſe of their Ma- 
l fer ; then, the writings and opinions of the 
1 Fatbers to thoſe of the Apoſtles; and laſtly, 
4 0 the judgment and deciſions of the modern 
10 Church, to the deciſions of both the other: 
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Will! thus, the lower they go, and the more diſtant 
10 from inſpiration, the greater with them is 


Will! the authority ; which certainly cannot be a 

very right way of proceeding. 
To return then, theſe notions of Chriſt's 
merits, ſatisfaftion for fin, and the like, are 


not, 
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not, as I faid, to be found in the Evange- 
lifts; our Saviour no where deſcribes him- 
ſelf in the lights and views, which ſuch 
phraſes import: the commyſſion, in truth, 
given by Gop to cur glorious Lord, Mef- 
fab, was of a quite different nature: the 
intent of it, was not, I humbly apprehend, 
to expiate paſt tranſgreſſions ſo much, aw 
to provide againſt future ones; was not to 
ſatisfy for imaginary guilt, but to conduct 
men to real virtues; nor to cleanſe them from 
the ſins of others, but to aſſure them of par- 
don, on repentance for their own. 

But, principally, and above all things, the 
drift of Chr:/?'s miſſion was, to bring man- 
kind to a perfect knowledge of the true Gop, 
and of the abſolute unity of his nature; this 

was his main ſcope; accordingly, tis al. 
ways his care to guard againſt errors and 
miſapprehenſions in this grand point, and to 
prevent, if poſſibly it could be done, all con- 
fuſion and perplexity of ideas about it; and 
hence it is, that we always find him ſpeak- 
ing of himſelf in the meekeſt and moſt 
humble terms: he will not even permit them 
to call him good, for that none, except Gop, 
could be faid, properly and perfectly, to be 
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ſo: at taking leave of his di iſeiples, he tells 
them, I go to my Father and your Father, 
7% my GOD and your GOD, and when 
he is queſtion'd concerning the day of judg- 
ment, his anſwer is, that of that day and 
hour no man knoweth, not even the angels, 
that are in heaven, no, not the Sen himſelf, 
but his Father only. 

For this reaſon hkewiſe, I conceive it is, 
that our Lord ſo frequently ſtiles himſelf the 
Son of man: at the ſame, time, he is, moſt 
properly, and in a ſuperlative manner, the 
Son of GOD. This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleaſed ; this day I have begot- 
ten him, that is, this is the /acred Perſon, ſo 
eminently favour'd and beloy'd by me, and 7hzs 
day he enters on his ſublime illuſtrious office 
of Chriſt Meſſiah, Lord and Judge of this 
world ; this, I believe, is the true meaning 
of the words, and that any other will be 
found inconſiſtent : if we ſuppoſe them to 
relate to eternity, or to the time of the J. 72 
gin's conceiving by the Holy Gho/?, both the 
one, and the other, implies a contradiction ; 
but, if the paſſage be underſtood, as þ have 


explained it, it is, I will dare to fay, the 


fineſt inſtance of figurative ſpecch, that can 
2 


of PROVIDENGE. 123 


be conceiy d, and the moſt admirably ex- 
preſſive of, and ſuited to the majeſty of the 

thing, it repreſents. . - 
Thus is Chriſt, the Son of GOD, ina 
ſenſe mare excellent far, than any other of 
the angels of GOD, who are allo often 
call'd in Scripture the /ous of GOD ; but 
for fear, leſt men, from this great title, or 
through miſguided zeal or gratitude, ſhould 
aſcribe too much to him, and ſo injure Gop, 
he chooſes, on almoſt all acceſions, to call 
bimſelf the Son of man, as 5 of the Pra- 
phets had done before. Aud they ſhell jeg 
the Son of man coming in the clauds with 
great power and glory. Here, you obſerve, 
he aſſumes this title, in the moſt ſolemn, and 
moſt auguſt exertion of his character; and, 
'tis in truth, of all his ſtiles, or appellations, 
neates, to us, the nature and high quality af 
his amiable office and perſon. - 

All, or many of the angels of heaven, 
ard it —_— ig their proper degrees and 


—. that of this globe was affign'd rack 
Chriſt; wherefare, he is called emphatically 


«i 
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the Son of man ; call'd fo, not merely be- 


cauſe he took human nature upon him, but 
as a peculiar diſtinction and honour, and 
to point him out, and exalt him, among 
the reſt of the ſons of GOD, who, pro- 
bably, had particular titles alſo, taken from 
their reſpective charges, or governments : thus 
the angel, charged with the affairs of Per- 
fia, if I remember, is ſtil'd the Prince of | 
the kingdom of Perfia. 
This moſt bleſſed of all perſons, the 1 
Feſus, may, I do acknowledge, be very juſtly 
faid to have taken away the fins of the world; 
he was the light of the world, and Gop's in- 
ſtrument in bringing men to the practice of 
true religion and holineſs: he may, in a 
very worthy acceptation, be termed a Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, as having put men into 
the way of being reconciled to Gop, and 
not to have their fins imputed to them, and 
having ſo much bettered the condition of 
human life, by adding the higheſt privileges 
and comforts to it : fo that theſe things may, 
under caution, be conſtrued into ſome very 
good and pious meaning, tho they cannot, I 
fear, be admitted, wholly and abſolutely, 
Mig "25:5 
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in that meaning, in which they have been 
commonly taken and underſtood. o—=_ 
However, that I may attack the objection 
before us, in all its quarters, it ſhall be ſup- 
poſed for once, that there are grounds in 
ſcripture, for this doctrine of merits and 
ſatigfaction, in the vulgar apprehenſion of 
it: admitting this, yet how is it to be in- 
ferred from it, that all are periſb d that 
were before Męſiab? Whoever believeth in 
me, it is ſaid, ſhall be ſaved, and uboever be- 
lieveth not, ſhall be damned. This declaration, 
lam inclin'd to think, concerns chiefly, or on- 
ly, thoſe, who were eye witneſſes of the works 
of Fefus and his Apoſtles ; not all thoſe, I 
hope, who came to the knowledge of them 
only by tradition, and who cannot be in- 
duced to think the relations, we have of 
them, autbentic, but moſt certainly not 
thoſe who never heard, and have never 
had RR of hearing of the name of 
_ 

But be * as it ills yet ho I fay, 
is it to be inferred from hence, that all be- 
fore our Saviour are loſt? Why thus, I 
preſume : believing in Chriſt being the only 
thin - that entitles men to  falvation, they 
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who lived before him, as they could not poſ- 
ſibly believe on him, whom they knew not, 
fo could not be fharers in his merits: now, 
the contrary to all this, I think moſt evi- 
dent; for, as no one can believe, what he has 


never heard any mention of, the not belie- 


ving in the text cannot be extended to any, 


to whom Chyi/t was never preached : it is 


hot therefore fair to make ſuch an inference, 
as in the obje&ion, from theſe words, fince 
they are capable of a different. meaning, and 
ate only an abſtract of 'ChrifPs diſcourſe to 
his Apoſlles, atid, like all other paſſages in 

the goſpel, ought to be interpreted from the 


whole tenor of it. As the former part of 


the verſe ſuppoſes Chriſt to be preach'd, and 
beliey'd and obey'd, and tells the con fequence 


of ſuch belief and obedience ; ſo the latter 


part ſuppoſes Chr iſt to be preach d, and not 
beliey'd; of rejected, and the conſaquence of 


that im like manfer: What relation bas this 
to nations, or people, that livd before Chri/# 
was Bom? Or why muſt an abfurd fenſe 
be put upom words, that are capable of a good 
one, unlefs it be to make the et gre * 
pear ridiculous | * 88 


What 
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What would a ſenfible Chineſe, or other 


Pagan, fay, if he were told, that Gon, the 


all-good and righteous Gop, had damm d, 
had confign'd to eternal miſery, unnumber d 
nations and empires, millions on millions of 
men, for the tranſgreſfion of another, and 
for crimes, which; through the neceſſary cor- 
ruption of their nature, they could not avoid; 
that he had damn'd the whole race of man- 
kind, for the firſt four thoufand years of the 
nate, as to be born within that period! It 


is not, I preſume, the determin'd opinion 


of thinking Chriſtians, that all, who livd 
before Chrif, are perifd ; but "tis # moot 
or doubtful point with ſome of the weaker 


part of them, who ſeem only to with Kind- 
ly, and to fpeak dt nxt dy in the affair; 


their real judgment, their fears at leaſt, are 
on the fide of damnation : if it were not fo; 


how came it, that a true anſwer has not 


been, commonly, given to this objet#ion, 


this demand of Porphyry, For what reaſon 
a merciful GOD rould for ſos many ages, 
from Adam to Moſes, and from Moſes to 
Chriſt, Ai fer whole nations to periſh, through 


ignorance of his will and law; and why it. 


was 
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Was neceſſary for Chriſt to come ſo late, and 
not before an innumerable multitude of men 
had been laſt? I am ſurpriſed, that it has 
not been conſtantly, throughout ſo many 
centuries, replied to him, that the fact, or 
notion, on which his objection is grounded, 
has no foundation in our religion. 

The ſufferings, and Paſſion of Chriſt, and 
his propitiation for fin, and his being a ſa- 
cr:ifice, acceptable to Gop, are plainly allu- 
ſions to the effects, which ſacrifices had in 
the Jeuiſb law; not to every ect, but to 
fome particular and eminent ones : and, as 
thoſe, who did eat at Gop's table, that is, 
partook of his ſacrifices, were deem'd friends 
of Gop; ſo becauſe we are reconciPd to 
Gop, or made friends to him, by the death 
of Chr:/t, he is look d upon as a ſacrifice - 
but whatever is intended by ſuch figurative 
expreſſions, one thing is certain, that tis no 
where ſuggeſted, that the good and faithful 
endeavours of thoſe, who liv'd before Chriſt, 
were unacceptable to Gop, becauſe they 
knew nothing of Chriſt. 

To conclude, 1 hope, I ſhall not be 
thought to have had any deſign, in what 
has been faid, to derogate from the character 
| or 
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or perſon of our bleſſed Saviour : all I con- 
tend for, and thus much, ſurely, ſhould be 
granted, is, that ſuch notions, as mani- 
feſtly impugn the juſtice and goodneſs of 
Gop, however they may have got admit- 
tance into ſome weak men's heads, or may 
be countenanc'd from miſtaken and mi- 
underſtood paſſages of the facred writings, 
yet if they are not plainly found there, and 
this agreeably to the whole tenor of the 
ſcriptures, they ought to be diſown'd and 
diſcarded. Deiſm, I am fatisfied, will not 
fare the better for hn nor r Chriftianity d gory 
: worſe, | 
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10 far as 1 have gone, namely, to the 

birth of Meſiab, the wiſdom and good- 
ha of -Gop, appear, as J conceive, unex- 
ceptionable in ehe main of things : and Iam 
willing to hope, that ſame * thoſe, who 
intereſt. themſelves againſt reveal d religion, 
will be induc'd to conſider, candidly, what 
has been advanced: I need not ſay, I mean 
here only the rational and virtuous part of 
deiſts ; thoſe of them, that are known for 
learning, ability, and moderation : for ſuch, 
it is certain, there have been, and are, let 
little 20745: compliment them ever ſo much 
with their own«title, or great caſuiſts diſ- 
poſe of them ever 4 unforumately, 

I take this opportu Vr alſo, to congratu- 
late theſe gentlemen, on the good effects of 
their endeavours, no doubt undefign'd by 
them, and to return them my moſt humble 
thanks- for the ſervice which, I think, they 
have done to the cauſe of Gop, and Chriſti- 
 aniryy n. is ** ng, I am perſuaded, 

which 


2er 
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which: ſo much aids, and promqtes, the in- 
tereſts of true religion, as à free and unre- 
ſed enquiry into it ;. tis this, which opens 
the foundations of truth, and ſhews their 
depth and ſtrength : when men of learning: 
diſtruſt, and drſpute, the grounds of elgion, 
men of learning likewiſe aſſert; and vindi- 
cate it: thus, wit, and genius; are put to 
a ſtretch, and have a new edge given them; 
and hence /abours are produced, that, with- 
out tliis ſpur, would not have ſeen the light; 
monuments of antiquity, alſo;- that had been 
loſt, and tracts of curious knowledge, that 
were worn out, are by this means recover d; 
new veins:of reaſoning ate often ſtruek out, 
and. ſolutions: found for difficulties, that 
would not elſe have been found, and divers 
matters clear?d up and explain'd; that, proba- 
bly, other wiſe would have remain d in the dark. 
Such ſerviee has, and, I hope, always will 

be done to revelation: by a hair and candid 


fit ion to it, for no other is juſtified by 
me; nor ll any: defences of it, en, 


ads men 18 Ante, and knowledge, with not 
be: bluſterꝰ d and ill- treated, into a belief of 

what {tho miſtakes) theꝶ judge, there is not 
| 29 mx ſufficient 
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ſufficient evidence for; they will not be intimi- 
dated into conviction, nor yield aſſent to any 
ſyllogiſms of that kind: to tell them of the 
great danger infidelity, and the criminal, or 
damnable, nature of it, is only to furniſh 
them with a new and better argument in its 
vindication, than they had, perhaps, before: 
for how, I would fain know, can 2nfidehity 
be criminal? it may be unreaſonable : it is 
ſo in my judgment, and in yours : but does 
it follow, that it muſt be fo in the judg- 
ment of all men? muſt that, which appears 
unreaſonable to me, neceſſarily appear ſo to 
every other perſon ? are not the wiſeſt men, 
in ſome things, liable to error? or will you 
pronounce a man guilty,” for ſtanding in a 
miſtaken notion, when he thinks, it is not 
a miſtaken one? is it wicked to think, and 
examine, and to profeſs thoſe opinions, that 
are the true refult of ſach thinking? is it 
criminal to reſt upon, and to be determin'd 
by our beſt reaſon, and underſtanding? by 
this rule, it may be criminal to ſee, or hear, 
or taſte, or any thing: tis ſuch fooliſn and 
abſurd pretences as the, that ſometimes. 
make men inſidels, and oftener confirm them 


can 
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can demand, and expect, from rational crea- 
tures, is to make the beſt and ſincereſt en- 
quires, they are able, after truth, and to 
maintain and adhere to it, when, they think 
they have found it; * deſire, and to ſtudy, 
to wo his will, and to obey What, after 
due ſearch, they conclude to be ſuch. - 

It is indeed ridiculous and ſtupid, in * 
views, to go about to frighten people into 
our own opinion : if they are wiſe men, 
they can only be reaſon d into it; 3 if. they are 
Fools, that trouble is not neceſſary: let things 
be propos d, and debated, with, che temper 
and decency, they ought to be, let no one 
aſſert what he does not truly think, nor 
urge for argument, what does not appear 
concluſive to himſelf, and one may reaſon- 
ably hope, that the controverſy will iſſue i 
well; it cannot be otherwiſe; ; for, if the 
deniem of revelation are in the right, they 
ought to prevail; if they are in the wrong, 
they cannot: it has Ay always underſtood, 1 
take it, as promis d to the church, that the 


gates of hell | ſhall never prevail, againft 1 
what . need then of the ſecular | arm? what 


accaſion for terrors of any fort? what even 
for the leaſt degree of anger, or reſentment! 2 
_ To return to what J was firſt ſaying, the 


knowing 
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knowing and ſerious part of anbelirvers will. 
Tam in hopes, regard witty Delis; 
and good: nature; what as been ſaid by me 
in theſe: pages, or what ſhall be fait, alike 
inoffeniſively, by any other: ſüch men; I 
pteſiime; are above taking unjuſt, and un- 
handſome, advantages; Rey will not deſire 
to evade truth By Jephiftry's nor will they 
except to, and cavil at little over/igfits and 
miſtates. From theſe!” therefore; one may 
juftly' expect to Have a für hearing: 

As to the reſt, the rabble of Hrerbinlers, 
1 paß chem by with all the charity, and con- 
tempt, that can he in mans Heart: it is, in- 
deed, only for civility fake; that I Have men- 
tun d them at all; for, ftrictiy ſpeaking, 
they are not of this nbi, or party: they” 
are libertines, fanatics, fedlars, any thing 
you' pleaſe; but not, in propriety, with 
they paſs, T acknowledge, for ſucb, and are 
greatly adh on that account; tlieir want” 
of faith, or ſeeming to writ it, is Heir pro- 

- praiſe and recommendation; nor is there” 

any kind of accompl} ment; 
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one can neither .canvinee by reog/ar,::nor re- 
prove withiont Mananners all-ranks go in- 
to this affectation: a fine gentieman, 0 be 
thought ſuch, muſt have a tinſture of Jeepti- 
ciſin; fops are fond of it, as if it were a 
part of. dreſs, and cuurtiers miſtake it for the 
Boelles Lettres: nowithſtanding, this ſpecies 
of uuns cannot, J think, with juſtice be 
marſhallꝰd among iafidels: there goes ſenſe, 
and pains, and learning to the making, what 
we truly call a. freethinker : what right have 
cope to that name, -who have neither ſenſe, 
nor learning! ſuch Perſons, certainly, aught 
to keep to the tract, and to the community, 
they were brought up in; if their fathers 
were churchmen, they ought to be chureb- 
men; if their fathers were Muggletoni ans, it 
behoves them alſo to be Mugs! eromiaus. 
Believing, I will allow, is, very generally, 
an infirmity; tis the property of weak and 
-Sgnorant - -minds, and what they take vaſt 
pleaſure in: yet this is not irregular, not 
out of character; it is not unnatural, as it 
is to ſet up to be deiſts without dein, and 
freethinkers without thought : a perſon may 
be excuſed, who has no reaſon of his faith, 
but 'tis -utterly:unfair in men to have no rea- 
ſon for their infidelity. This 
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This is not, as I faid, being, in reality, in- 
delt; tis only ſeeming to be what they are 
not, and priding in imaginary wickedneſs, 
made real in them, becauſe oy have no pre- 
tenſions to it. 

Let theſe perſons glory in their cri me, and 
folly, for ſuch it truly is in them; let them 
enjoy the vanity of izfidelity, and the dear- 
bought applauſes, they may meet with from 
weak and wicked men: as þ do not envy 
ſuch philo fophers, I have no intentions to diſ- 
turb them: it is to men of virtue and know- 
ledge only, that I direct myſelf, and I ſhall 
be glad of the approbation of any fuch, 
whether they are found among the believing, 
or infidel part of mankind : in the mean 
time, twill always be a ſatisfaction to me to 
reflect, that IJ have contributed, what was in 
my humble power, to the ſupport, or ex- 
planation, of truths, (eſteem'd ſuch by me) 
the right underſtanding of which I judge 
eſſential to men's welfare, and what it moſt 
of all things concerns them to be truly: ir in- 
form'd 2 5 
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tions on our Money and Bullion, The Second Edition. 
8. Price 5 s. | | 

A View of the DuTcn TRaDE in all the States, 
Empires, and Kingdoms of the World: Shewing alſo 
what Goods and Merchandize are proper for Maritime 
Traffick, whence they are to be had, and what Gain 
and Profit they produce. Price 3s. 

The NATIONAL MERCHANT; or, Diſcourſes on 
Commerce and Colonies : Being an Eſſay for regulating 
and improving the Trade and Plantations of Great Bri- 
tain, by uniting the National and Mercatorial Interefts. 

The ADVANTAGES of the Eaſt India Trade to England 
conſidered, Price 15. 6d. | | 

A Collection of Papers relating to the Eaſt India Trade : 
Wherein are ſhewn the DisaDvanTAGEs to a Nation 
by confining any Trade to a Corporation with a Joint 
Stock. To which is now added, The Scheme preſented 
to the Houſe of Commons for laying the Trade to the 
Eaft Indies free and open to all his Majeſty's Subjects; 
with the ſeveral Obſervations thereupon. Price 18. 6d. 

The PROCEEDINGS of the Directors of the South Sea 
Company, from their firſt Propoſal for taking in the Pub- 
lick Debts Fan. 17. 17 19, to the Choice of New Direc- 


tors. To which are added the By-Laws of the ſaid Com- 


eee. | 
An Effay on Draining ; more particularly with Re- 
card to Bedford Level. Price 6 d. 
The Acts and Negotiations, together with the Ar- 
ticles at large, of the general PEACE concluded at 


Ryſwick, 80. * 
| | THE 
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HE Wonkks of WILLIAM SHERLeck, D. D. 

late Dean of St. Paul's, and Maſter of the Temple, 

1. A Practical Diſcourſe concerning DEATH, 8v. 
or 12 mo. | a | 

2. A Practical Diſcourſe concerning the future 
JUDGMENT. | 

3. A Diſcourſe concerning the Divine PROVIDENCE. 

4. A Diſcourſe of the Immortality of the Soul, and 
a FUTURE STATE. 

5. SERMONs upon ſeveral Occaſions. 2 Vols. 

6. A Preſervative againſt PopeRy. | 


Dr. NicnyoLs's Conference with a Theft, containing 
an Anſwer to all the moſt uſual Objections of the Infidels 
againſt the Chriſtian Religion. The Third Edition, with 
the Addition of Two Conferences, the one with a Ha- 
chiavelian ; the other with an Atheiſt. 2 Vols, 8 vo. 


The ScyuremE and ConDuc'y of PROVIDENCE, 


from the Creation to the coming of Meſſiah: Or, An 
Enquiry into the Reaſons of the Divine Diſpenſations in 
that Period, By Mr. WELsTED. Price 2 5. 


In this Treatiſe, among other Things, are particularly 
conſider” d, | 
The State of Man after the Fall, and till the Deluge. 
The Neceſſity of the immediate Diſperſion of Mankind, 

and Confuſion of Languages. 

The Reaſons for raiſing and ſeparating a particular 
People from the rejt of the World, with the flupen- 
dous Steps and Procedures preparatory to it, 

The Nature and End of the Miracles, wrought in 
Egypt ; as well thoſe of the Egyptian Enchanters, 
as thoſe of Moſes. | 

The general Grounds and Reaſons of the Fewiſh Rites 
and Inſtitutions. 8 

The true Purport and Intendment of the Denuntiation 
in the ſecond Commandment, or of God's viſiting the 

Sins of the Fathers on the Children. | 

The Force and Foundation of Porpby ry's Objection, 

with reſpect to the Time of Meſhah's Appearance. 


AT Tractatus 


6 _ BOOKS Printed for 


Tractatus Philoſophico- Theologicus de Perſona : Or, A 
Treatiſe of the Word Peron. Shewing, 1. How it ſig- 
nifies in reſpect of Men, II. How it came in Uſe with 
reſpect to the Deity. III. How it hath been uſed ſince 
by Divines. IV. How it is to be underſtood with reſpect 
to the Doctrine of the Trinity, as held by the Church 
of England, &c. By Jons CI EN DON of the Inner- 
Temple Eſq; 
The whole FAI TH and Dy ry of a CHRISTIAN, 
methodically explained in the Words of Scripture. By 
WILLIAM STEVENSON, D. D. Prebendary of Sarum, 
and Rector of Colibal in Herefordſhire. The Second Edi- 
tion. With a new Preface, ſhewing that there is more 
Unity of Belief among Proteſtants than among Papiſts, 
and a much ſafer Way to Salvation. Price bound 15. 64. 
or 165 per Dozen. 

Dr. SrEVENSON's SACRED HISTORY, containing, 
1. The Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament. 2. The Life of 
our B. Saviour. 3. The Actions of the Apoſtles, Pr. 4s. - 

Dr. STEvENnsoN's Conference upon the MiRacLEs of 
our Bleſſed Sa vi ouR: Wherein all the Objections againſt 
them are fully ſtated and confidered ; and the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion is evidently proved. Price 5 s. 

Dr. SrEVENSON's SER Mon at the T riennial Viſitation 
of the Lord Biſhop of Hereford. 

Dr. RyMER's General Repreſentation of Revealed Re- 
ligion. In which the chief Prejudices that have been en- 
tertained againſt it. are examined. 8. Price 6s. 

Dr. RymER's Commencement Sermon at Cambridge, 
Tuly 3, 1726. 

A Companion for the Feſtivals and Faſts of the Church 
of England; with Collects and Prayers for each Solemni- 
ty. By RoBerT NELsoN, Eſq; The Sixteenth Edi- 
tion, with ſome Account of his Life. 

An impartial Examination, and full Confutation, of the 
Arguments brought by Mr. WooLsTon's. pretended 
Rabbi, 2s publiſhed in his Sixth Diſcourſe againſt the 
Truth of our Saviour s Reſurrection; viz, That he ap- 

peared only to his Diſciples after be had riſen, and not 


publicly to the Chief Prigſts and People of Jeruſalem. 
rice 4 d. 


A Col- 
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A Collection of Caſes and other Diſcourſes, lately 
written to recover Diſſenters to the Communian of the 
Church of England. By fame Divines of the City of 
London. The Third Edition. In 3 Vols. 8 o. 

A PLAIN METHOD of CHRISTIAN DEVOTION laid 
down in Diſcourſes, Meditations, and Prayers, fitted to 
the various Occaſions of a Religious Life. Tranſlated 
and Reviſed from the French of M. JuRriev, by the 
Rt. Rev. Dr. FLEETwooD; late Biſhop of Ef. 

T wenty-fixth Edition (printed with a much larger Charac- 
ter, and on better Paper, than any of the former.) Price 
2s. 6 d. | 

The Fame and Reputation of its Author, with the multi- 

tude of its Editions, may recommend the Purchaſing this 
Book to them that otherwije kngw it nat; but the good 
Spirit it is written withel, has made it dear and valuable 
to them that do; and the good Grace of God, I hope, 
wwull make it ſerviceable to all that meet with it, 

| W.FLEETWoOoOD. 

The SERMONs of Biſhop Millar, Dr. Berriman, and 
Mr. Mpeath, before the Gentlemen Educated at the Mer- 
chant-T aylors School. 

Mr. BecuzR's Sermon at the Election of the Lord 
Mayor, 1728. 

Two Orations on the Doctrine of the Crefs, pronounced 
on Good Friday. By W.CREMER, M. A. Vicar of 
* near Malden in Eſſex. Price 15. 


D R. FreinD's Hiſtory of Pavs1Ck, from the Time 
of Galen to the Beginning of the Sixteenth Century; 
chiefly with regard to Practice. In a Diſcourſe written to 
Dr. Mead. The Third Edition, in 2 Vols. 80. | 
Jonannis FEIN D, M. D. Sereniſimæ Regine Ca- 
rolinæ Archiatri, Opera omnia Medica. Folio. 
R. WELSTED, M. D. de Medicina Mentis. 
Commentarium Noſologtcum Morbos Epidemicos & Aeris 
Variationes in Urbe Eboracenſi — ſedecim Annos gra antes 
fens. Autore CLiFrono WINTRINGHAM, : 
r. MipDLEToN's Diſſertation on the State of Phy- 
ſicians among the Old Remans. Price 6d, 
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CE CRETA Monita Societatis Jeſu: The Secret In- 


ſtructions of the Feſuits. In Latin and Engliſh. Price 
bound 25. | | 


Au defaut de la Force, il faut employer la Ruſe. 
Motto to Layer's Scheme. 
Advertiſement concerning this Book. 


This Maſter-piece of religious Policy was ' publiſhed many 
Years ſince, in Latin, French and Dutch: Mr. John 


Schipper, a Bookſeller at Amſterdam, bought one 
of them at Antwerp, among other Books, and after- 
wards reprinted it, The Jeſuits being informed that he 
had purchaſed this Book, demanded it back from him ; 
but he had then ſent it to Holland. One of the Society, 
who lived at Amſterdam, hearing it ſaid, ſoon after, to 
a Catholick Bookſeller, by Name Van Eyke, that 
Schipper was printing a Book which concerned the 
Jeſuits ; replied, that if it was only The Rules of the 
Society, he ſhould not be under any Concern ; but de- 
fired he would inform himſelf what it was, Being 
told by the Bookſeller, that it was The Secret Inſtruc- 
tions of the Society, the good Father, ſhrugging up his 
Shoulders, and knitting his Bro, ſaid, That he ſaw 
no Remedy but denying that this Piece came 7 the 
Society. The Reverend Fathers however thought it more 
adviſeable to purchaſe the whole Edition, which they 


ſoon after did, ſome few Copies excepted ;- from one : of 


theſe it was afterwards reprinted, with this Account 


prefixed ; which is there ſaid to be taken from two Ro- 
man Catholicks, Men of Credit. 


_ LETTERs between Dr. Woop, a Roman Catholic k, 
the Pretender's Phyſician, and WHITLOCEE Bur- 


STRODE, Eſq; a Member of the Church of England: 


Publiſh'd with a Preface by Mr. Bul/trode. 

__ A Reyorr from the CommiTEE appointed to inſpect 

the Original Papers ſeized in the Houſes or Lodgings of 
one Mac CarrTaHy. alias RABaAH, a reputed Titular 

Popiſh Biſhop, and JosEPH NavyLE, a reputed Popiſh 


Sollicitor, both of the City of Corte. Reported on the 
19th of December, 1733. Together with an Appendix, 


containing all the Original Papers. Publiſhed by Order 
of the Houſe of Commons of Ireland. Price 6d. 


A Com- 
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A ComPenDiUm of the Laws and Government of 
Great Britain and Treland,- and Dominions, Planta- 


tions and Territories thereunto belonging, with the Mari 
time Power thereof, and Juriſdiction of Courts therein. 
Methodically digeſted under their proper Heads, By 
H. Cuxso of the Inner Temple Eſq; Price 35. 6d. | 

The IMPARTIAL LAWYER ; or, SU1TOR's GUIDE, 
Containing ſuch ſpecial adjudged Caſes, as immediately 
concern Perfons employed in the Laws of England, as 
chief Officers, Counſellors, Juſtices, Sheriffs, Bailiffs, 
Attornies, Clerks, and Sollicitors. W herein is demonfirg- 
ted what Remedy the Lawyers and lawful Officers may 
have againſt ſuch as would defame or defraud them. in 
their lawful Practice; as alſo ſuch Relief as others may 
have againſt them, fog their unjuſt or irregular Proceed- 
ings, With a large Preface, in Anſwer to feveral popular 
Objections made againſt our Law. Price 45. 

The Legal JUDICATURE in CHANCERY ſtated. 
Price 45. 

An exact TABLE of the FEEs of all the Courts at 
MWeſiminſter, eſtabliſhed in the Reign of Queen Z — 
as they were delivered into Parliament. Together with 
the FEEs of the Clerks of the Peace of Mi dale eſex and 
$urry, the Clerk of the Aſſize of the Home Circuit, and 
the Fees of the Curſitors Office. Alfo the FEEs of the 
ſeveral Prothonotaries, Secondaries, Attornies and Sitti 
Clerks, belonging to the Sheriffs of the City of London. 
To which are now added the following Fx es, ſettled in 
purſuance of an Act for the Relief of Debtors, with re- 
ſpect to the Impriſonment of their Perſons, viz. Fees ta 
be taken by the Warden of the Fleet ; Fees to be taken 
by the Jailor of the Mar/halſea Priſon ; Fees to be taken 
by a Bailiff on an Arreſt in the County of Middleſex, 
and the Liberty of the MarſhaÞs-Court ; * the Keepers 
of the Poultry and Wood. ſtreet Compters; by the Talks of of 
Newgate, and by the Jailor of Ludgate. Price 15. 6d. 

Tenants Law: Or, The Laws concerning Landlords, 
Tenants, and Farmers. The Tenth Edition, with the 
Addition of all ſuch Acts of Parliament and ED Ca- 
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CATO: s LETTERS: or, Edays on Liberty, Civil 
and Religious, and other important Subjects. The 
Third Edition ; ; with an Appendix, containing additional 
Letters by CaTo. 4 Vols. 12m. 
N. B. In this Third Edition the Contents of the PG | 
Papers, _ with the Time when they were firſt 
Hu liſhed ; as alſo the Initial Letters of the Gentle- 
men's Names who wrote them, are added to each Pa- 
. 

The INDEPENDENT WHICG: Or, A Defence of 
primitive Chriſtianity, and of our Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſh- 
ment, againſt the exorbitant Claims and Encroachments 
of fanatical and diſaffected Clergymen. The Sixth Edi- 
tian. 3 Vols. 12m. 

N. B. The Third Volume, which is added to this 
Edition may be had ſeparately, to compleat the Sets 
of thoſe who have the former Editions, 

The SPECULATIsST. A Collection of Letters and 
Effays, Moral and Political, Serious and Humorous upon 
various Subjects. Price 25. 6d. 


The FREE-THINEKER. By AMBROSE nta ire, 
Eſq. 3 Vols. 8 o. 


D R. Adam Littleton's Latin and Engliſh iis 
The Sixth Edition with large Amendments and Im- 
provements. 

Serivelii Lexicon. 

Coles's Latin and Engliſh Dictionary. The Tenth Edi- 
tion improved. 

M. Funiani Fuſlini ex Trogi Pompeii Hiſtoriis externis, 
Libri 44. Diligentiſſime recenſiti & caſtigati, & Notis opti- 
morum Interpretum illuſtrati; quibus additur Chronologia ad 
Hiftoriam accommodata ; In uſum Scholæ Mercatorum-Sciſſo- 
rum. Editio Secunda, accurate recognita. 


Eraſmi Colloquia ; Editio nova omnium (que lucem Uide- 
runt hattenus) abſolutiſſima. dvs. | : 
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TH LIFE of Skrhos. Written by the Abbot 
Teraſſon, one of the Members of the French Aca- 
demy, as alſo of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Parit. 
Tranſlated from the French by Mr. Lediard. 2 Vols, 8a. 
By Order of the Lord Keeper of the Seals, I have read a 
Manuſcript, intitled, The Liſe of SETHos : This 
Work, which contains excellent Leſſons of the moſt re- 
fined Morality, and is full of folid and the moſt exten- 
ve Learning, can't fail of being equally inſtructiue and 
entertaining. LANCELOT. 
The Adventures of TELEMACHus, written by [M. 
FEN ELON] the late Archbiſhop of Cambray : Done into 
Engliſb by Mr. Iſ. Littlebury, &c. The Fourteenth Edition, 
carefully reviſed, corredted, and adorned with Cuts; 
to which is added, the Adventures of Ariſtonous, with 
an Alphabetical Index to each Volume. 2 Vols. 1 210. 
The late Archbiſhop of CamBRaAy's Dialogues con- 
cerning ELOQUENCE in general, and particularly that 
kind which is fit for the Pulpit. With his Letter to the 
French Academy, concerning Rhetorick, Poetry, Hiſtory, 
and a Compariſon betwixt the Antients and Moderns. 
Tranſlated from the French, and illuſtrated with Notes 
and Quotations. By W. STEVENSON, D. D. Pr. 45. 64. 
A Collection of LETTERs extracted from the moſt 
celebrated French Authors: Adorn'd with that Variety of 
Subjects as will ſerve not only for the Entertainment of 
thoſe who have made ſome Advances in the French Language, 
but alſo for their Inſtruct ion in a polite Manner of wri- 
ting. With an Engliſb Tranſlation by TamworTH 
RERESBVY Eſq; Price 45. 8 
RESOLVES: Divine, Moral and Political. By Ow EN 
FELTHAM Eſq; The Twelfth Edition. 9 f 
FEMALE FALSHOOD: Or, The Life and Adven- 
tures of a late French Nobleman. Written by himſelf, 
after his Retirement, and digeſted by M. de St. Evre- 
MOND. The Third Edition, carefully reviſed, and cor- 
rectly printed, in 2 Pocket Volumes. Price 55. _ 
N. B. This is the Book recommended by Sir Richard 
Steele in the Guardian, N® 150. and from which the 
Adventure inſerted in that Paper is tranſcribed. 
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The Ux EGAL Cox FL ICT; or, Nature triumphant, 
2 Novel. In two Parts. By Mrs. EL IZA Haywoop. 
The Macickx-Grass; or, Viſiůdns of the Times. 
Dedicated to his High Mightineſs the moſt tremendous, 
moſt impartial, and moſt infallible Judge, the Publick. 
Price 15. | 
A Table of InTEREsrT, for all RAT Es and Times, 
with the Daily Income of Yearly Sams ; likewiſe Tables 
of DrscounT, from one Pound to a Million. Com- 


puted to the hundredth Part of a Farthing. By N. 


Dowse. With a Scheme for the ready finding the 
Number of Days between any two in the Year. The 
whole neatly engraven on Copper-Plates. Price 6. 


* 


TH E Genuine Works, in Verſe and Proſe, of the 
Right Hon. GEORGE GRANVILLE, Lord LANs- 
DOWNE. | | : 
The Laws of Poetry. Being a Critical Commentary on 
the Duke of BuckinGHAM's Eſſay on Poetry, and the 
Earl of Roscommon's Eſſay on Tranſlated Verſe; with 


Notes on the Lord LANSDOWNE's Poem upon unnatural 


Flights in Poetry, written by his Lordſhip. The Com- 
mentary written by Mr. G1LDoN, and reviſed by the 
Duke of BUCKiNGHAM. | 
The Hive. A Collection of the moſt celebrated 
Sox Gs. Beautifully and accurately printed in Four Vo- 
limes, which contain above a Thouſand choice Songs. 
The Fourth Edition, with conſiderable Additions and Im- 
rovements. To which is prefixed, A Criticiſm on 
Ro Woking, by A. PHiLies, Eſq; Either Volume 
may be had ſingh, price of each (neatly bound) 25. Gd. 
From Wards ſo fuveet new Grace the Notes recerue, 
And Muſick borrows helps ſhe ufd to give. Tickell. 
A Collection of (500) EPIGRAMS. To which 
is prefixed, A Critical Diſſertation on this Species of Poetry. 
The Second Edition improved. Price 25. 64. | 
A Collection of Old BaLLans. IHluſtrated with Cop- 
per-Plates. In 3 Vols, Price ss. | 
PnirIrs's PLays, viz. The Diftreſt Mother; the 
Briton ;' and Humphry Duke of Gloceſter. | 


An 
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An Ode on the Death of Earl CowyER. By Mr. 
PHILIPS. | V 

T. Lucretius Carus of the Nature of Things, Tran- 
ſlated into Engliſh Verſe, by T HO. CRERCRH, M. A. 
The Sixth Edition illuſtrated with Notes, making a com- 
pleat Syſtem of the Epicurean Philoſophy. 2 Vols. 8ve. 
Price 10s. 6 | 

REeMARKs upon Mr. Pope's DUNciAaD, and his Pre- 
face to Homer: With original Letters from Sir Richard 
Steele, Mr. Gildon, Mr. Faceb, and Mr. Pope. By Mr. 
Dennis. Price 15. 

The Poſthumous Works, of W. WycRHERIEY Efq; 
in Proſe and Verſe, Publiſhed by Mr. Theobald: To 
which are prefix'd, ſome Memoirs of Mr. Vycherlo s 
Life, by Major Pack. | : 

WELSTED's PotmMs; with a Tranſlation of Longi- 
nus's Treatiſe on the Sublime. To which is prefix d, 
A Diſſertation concerning the Perfection of the Engliſh 
Language, the State of Poetry, &c. 

Oikographia., A Poem to his Grace the Duke of Dorſet, 
by Mr. WELsTED, Price 1s. 3 

A Hymn to the Creator. By a Gentleman, on 
the Death of his only Daughter. Price 6d. | 

One Epiſtle to Mr. Pope, occaſioned by two Epiſtles 
lately publiſhed. Price 18. 

Of Dullneſs and Scandal. Occafioned by the Character 
of Lord Timon in Mr. Pope's Epiſtle to the Earl of Bur- 
lington. Price 6d. 5 | 

Of Falſe Fame. An Epiſtle to the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Pembroke... By Mr. WELSTED. Price 64, 

The Inſtalment. To the Right Hon. Sir Roper 
WarPoLE, Knight of the moſt Noble Order of the Gar- 
ter. By E. Youns, L. L. D. Price 64. 

Political Fuſtice. A Poem. 1736. Price 15. 

The Excurſion. A Poem. In two Books. By Mr. 
MA r, 1s... Ko 

The Wanderer. A Poem in Five Cantos. By Mr, 
SAVAGE. Price 2 | 1 

A Collection of Pogms on various Subjects, by Sir 
RICHARD BLACKMORE. — 5 

Gulliveriana : Being a Sequel to the Miſcellanies publiſh- 
ed by Pope and Swift, By Dean SMEDLEY. 2 
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The FLOWER-PIECE : A Collection of Mrs- 
CELLANY Potms, by ſeveral Hands. Printed in a neat 


Pocket Volume. 


Price bound 2s. 6 4. 


Part of the ConTENTS. 


The Kite: An Heroi-comical Poem. 
By Mr. P. Bacon. l 
y 


To the Memory of Dr. Hughes. 

a Landy. 

A Receipt for a Running Fruſh in the 

Foot of an Horſe. 

To the Memory of a Friend. 

Ta a Gentleman, on his Marriage. 
By Mr. Coy cAN EN. | 

A Crambo on Ballyſpellin. 

The 3th Ode of the 4th Book of Ho- 
race: Addreſſed to Mr. Towne. By 
Mr. Cox cANEN. 


A familiar Ode for the New Year : 


Addreſſed to Edward Rome, Eſq; | 


By the ſe me. 
'The humble Addreſs of his Majeſty's 
Ship 22 1727. 
An Epiſtle to the Right Honourable 
Sir Ro BERT WALPOLE. 
* occaſion d by the foregoing Epi- 
The Monkey and the Maſtiff: A 
5 4 By e 0 
An Epilogue en and ſung at the 
Theatre in Dublin, by Mrs. Stir- 


ling. 

An Epittle to Mr. H. By a Perſon 
of Honour. | 

The Cauſe of Inconſtancy. By the 
ſame. ? 

Verſes to a Lady, upon his receiving 
a Hurt in one of his Eyes. By th 
ſame. 

A Fable, addreſſed to the Lord Viſc. 
Montcaſſel. 

An Epiſtle to Lord Carteret , occa- 
ſioned by the Copper Coinage. By 
Mr. ConCANEN. 

An Epiſtle to Lord Carteret, &c. By 
Dr. D—xNy. 8 

A Cure for Love: A Tale. By 

Mr. Cox c ANEN. 


— 


An Ode to the Queen, on their Ma- 
jeſty's happy Acceſſion. By the 
Reverend Ts NEVCoM R. 


The Toons Bill of Complaint to 
wee Lord Chancellor, By J. B. Eſq; 


4 


The Progreſs of Poetry. 


| To the ingenious Lady, Author of 


The Progreſs of Poetry. 

The Bridge of Life: An Allegorical 
Poem, in Imitation of the 15th 
Spectator. 

Paraphraſe on Pf. 73, Tog and 148. 

To a young Lady with yellow Hair. 

An Epiſtle from a Clergyman in He- 
referdſhire, to h.s Friend at Chip- 
ping-Ongar. 

On the burning the obſcene Pieces in 
Lord Raocheſter s Works. 

An Ode to the Memory of Anne, 
Dutcheſs of Hamilton. By ALLAN 
RAMSAY. / 

On the Death of Earl Cadogan. 

On Dr. Frazier's rebuilding Part of 
the Univerſity of Aberdeen. By 
Mr. MALLET. 

On Miſs Harvey being a Day old: In 
Imitation of Mr. P—s. | 
Supplication for Miſs Carteret in the 
Small-Pox. By AM ROSE PI- 

Lies, Eſq; 

To Miſs Georgiana Carteret, By the 
ſame. 

Damon: A City Eclogue. 

A Hymn on the Reſurrection. 

Paraphraſe on Job viii. 

Verſes on her Majeſty's Birth-day, 

| 1727. By P. FRoW- DE, Eſq; 

Regulus : A Pindaric Ode, 

The Carmen Sæculare of Horace; 
Tranſlated by Mr. W. Du N- 
o MBR. | 

The Involuntary Sinners: A Tale. 

An Epitbhalamium. By a LADY. 

Prologue and Epilogue ſpoken at the 
Play of Sophonisba, acted by young 
Gentlemen and Ladies. 

Verſes on the Memory of Mrs. Old- 

Field, ſpoken by Mrs. Heron. 

To the Duke of Richmond, on his be- 
ing inſtall'd Knight of the Garter, 
with Sir Robert Walpole. By the 
Reverend Mr. NRW COM B. 


The 


1 


J. War rox in Cornbill. 15 
The Bath Unmask d. A Comedy. F. 
The Capricious Lovers. A Comedy. Both by Mr. 

ODiNGSELLS. 
The Double Deceit: Or, A Cure for Jealouſy. A 


Comedy. By WILLIAM PorPLEe, Efq 


The Parricide. A Tragedy. By Mr. STzzLING. 

The Loves of HR RO and LEANDER, from the Greek 
of Muſæus. By Mr. STERLING. To which are added, 
new Tranſlations from Anacreon, Sapphe, Fulian, The- © 
ecritus, Bin, Maſchus, and .Homer. Price 1. 

Sir RoBERT HENLEY's Epiſtle to the Right Hon. 
Sir RoBERT WALPOLE, Price 64. 

An Epiſtle to the Right Honourable Sir ROBERT 
WarLPoLE, occalion'd by the Wat of the Crqu- 
man. Price 6 4. 

The CRAFT SMAx's Arol ov: Being a Vindication. 


of his Conduct and Writings, In ſeveral Lava to the 


KING. Price 6 d. : 
The Art of Scribling. A Poem. Price i . ; 
The Labyrinth. A Tale. Price 6 d. | 


The Muſe in Diſtreſs. A Poem occaſioned Ws ths © 
preſent State of Poetry. Price 15. 


The Tatneſs Addreſs verſified. The Eighth Edition, 


with Additions, Price 6 d. 


Poete Ruſticantis Literatum Otium : ſive b 


Andreæ France Landefii, Seung _ priori * 
FR. 


4 the Pref 


A ColleQtion of Epr1GRams. Volume the Second. 
Non defecit alter 
Aureus, et ſimili frondeſeit virga metallo. 


i Ine. 


f 5 : Ms — mn nm nm——mmmmm——_— 
Preparing for the Preſs. 

2 Rivilegia Londini; Or, The Rig] 1 Pri- 

vileges, Laws and Cuſtoms of the City of Londam. 


The Fourth Edition, with great Alterations and Improve- : 


ments. | 5 
| Printing 


us BO os Primed for 1 Warner. 


Printing Moni hh, n 
The n MAGAZINE ;-+ Or, The. Hiſtory 
8 the Nos of the Learned. Containing, An Account 
of the moſt valuable Books publiſh'd both. at Home and 
Abroad, in moſt of the Languages of Europe, and in all 
Arts and Sciences; with proper Obſervations on each 
Author. To which are occafionally added, Biographical 
5 + Memoirs, Diſſertations, and Critical Enquiries. 
J Work began in January 1735, and ftill continues 
L e. publiſh'd at. the Begining of wa Month, 
3 Price of ah Part, 6.4. 
3 n 8 RK 


ic als for Princng by Sb Tn R1 _ T1O Ny 


wy IP: 2.4 


WEEN againſt Poreky; In ſeveral ſe- 
leck Diſeourſes upon the principal Heads of Contro- 
verſy, between Protefants and Papi/ts: Written by the 
moſt eminent Divines of the Church of England, er 
in the Reign of ound James II. viz, 


] Abp. Tzxisen Dean CouRER Mr. ALLIx 
1 rose __- FREEMAN- ALTIRA N 
Wa Rn 8 HIAscA D BzAULIEU 
Bp. rr Hier ss BRAMPSTON 
, I , SHERLOCK," Bring 
Grove SE STANLEY, GER 
5 5 Kibbra . A n he AIxXFORD. 
1 „ , Cn xd oe: 55 Payne 
3 PATRICK Et op Gasoarry 2  ResBuRY © 
62. „ STALLINGFLEET.. Ser hl, „ 
7 STRATFORD SCOTT 5 WHARTON 
. n Tn and others 


5 7 5 Wasa. 


Wich 4 Fe to the whole, + gving an Account of 
the Work, and the Writers: concern'd i in it; as alſo, an 
yh: Alphabetical Index. | 


rf My 
. The PR o OS AI. S. 


|: 3 þ his Work will contain about F our Hundred and 
„ bisch Sheets, and ſhall be handſomy Printed in 2 Vols. 
S$: in Falio. 


— - Pride to gubſcribers will be. Two G one 
of which to be paid down, the other on the of 
.. the Book | in Sheets. 


